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REPORT rrom tHE ENGINEER DEPARTW’NT. | 


ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
: Washington, Nov. 29, 1839. 
Srr: In conformity with instructions, I have the 
honor to submit, herewith, a report of the operations 
of this department, for the year ending September 30, 
last, accompanied with the usual annual statements 
relating to its fiscal concerns. 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOS. G. TOTTEN, 
Col. and Chief Engineer. 
Hon. J. R. Potnserr, 
Secretary of War. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 

The progress made during the year in the system of 
fortifications for the frontier, maritime, and inland, has 
been as great as the means at command would allow, 
but by no means such as the condition of the frontier 
demands. And it is my duty, while so many points 
of great importance, including some of our largest 
cities and towns, yet remain a an insecure state, and 
while, with the utmost diligence, some years must 
elapse, before the necessary works can be completed, 
respectfully to invite your attention to the importance 
of early and liberal appropriations. 

Particular attention has been paid during the year 
to such repairs and modifications as are necessary to 
place existing works in a state of efficiency; and this 
will continue to be a leading object of the department 
until the best possible disposition shall have been 
made of the works already constructed. The sea- 
coast gun-carriage recently adopted by the Ordnance 
Department, admits of permanent platforms, the sub- 
stitution of which for the perishing, or already decay- 
ed, wooden platforms, constitutes one of the heaviest 
items, as it is one of the most indispensable in the 
work of repair. 

In all the original works now in hand, and in all the 
modifications or repairs applied to old works, strict 
regard is paid to durability and strength both in the 
materials and workmanship, and it is hoped that a 
careful adherence for the future to this principle will 
reduce to nearly nothing the injury inilicted by the 
elements. An amended supervision will not less ef- 
fectually avert injury from wantonness. 

Fort Niagara, New York.—On the 3d of March last, 
an ye onan of thirty thousand dollars was made 
for the preservation and repair of Fort Niagara. A 
plan of repairs was devised with all possible ex- 
prey and the execution of it committed to an of- 

cer of engineers, who commenced operations in 
August, since which time they have been actively car- 
ried on. 

These repairs are designed merely to place the work 
in a state admitting of a respectable defence, and ac- 
cord as nearly as practicable with the trace of the ori- 
ginal work. 

From the short time the work has been in progress, 
but little more could be accomplished than the collec- 
tion and preparation of the materials to be used in its 
construction. By the Ist of December, it is expected 
that about 800 cords of stone will be delivered for the 
masonry of the work, and 230,000 feet (b. m.) of tim- 
ber. Up to the 30th ult., 513 cubic yards of masonry 
had been laid in the wall on the river side, and should 
the weather prove sufficiently favorable, the officer in 


ing and kyanising previous to revetting with it the 
scarp, and applying it to other parts of the work. 

A considerable quantity of concrete has been also 
ag wg as a foundation for masonry. 

he sum comprised in the estimate submitted by 
the superintending officer, will, it is believed, bring the 
repairs nearly or quite to completion. 

Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York.—An appropria- 
tion of $20,000 was also made on the 3d of March, for 
repairing and rebuilding the old fort at Oswego. As 
soon as the plans could be prepared, a subaltern of- 
ficer of engineers was charged with their execution. 
He was not able to commence operations before the 
middle of August, and since that period has been ac- 
tively employed in the collection and preparation of 
materials and laying out the work; the formation of 
the glacis was commenced on the Ist of November. 
Extensive use is to be made of timber in these repairs, 
which is all to be kyanised, and it is upon the framing 
and saturation of this that the mechanics are now prin- 
cipally employed. 

An appropriation of an equal amount with that of 
the last session, would complete the whole of the 
work, or nearly so, exclusive, however, of barrack, 
magazine, storehouse, &c., the construction of which 
may be omitted till the fort be done. 

Outlet of Lake Champlain.—Detailed surveys have 
been made of the military position at this outlet, and 
it is hoped that appropriations for the commencement 
of works that will be adequate to the complete defence 
of the passage will be granted; and in time for the be- 
ginning of labor early in the spring. 

Other occupation of the board of engineers has pre- 
vented their making the estimate of the expense ne- 
cessary for the erection of these works as called for in 
the resolution of the Senate, of April 18, 1836; and, 
indeed, the drawings of the survey were not reported 
till last spring. 

Forts in Portland harbor, Maine.—A portion of the 
appropriation for ‘incidental expenses and repair of 
fortifications,” has been applied this season to the re- 

airs of old Forts Preble and Scammel, in Portland 
arbor; these repairs were necessarily slight on ac- 
count of the small amount of funds available for the 
purpose, but important progress has been made to- 
wards enabling them to render efficient aid in the de- 
fence of Portland, in case of emergency. 





Fort Scammel, House island.—It being deemed ad- 
visable to expend the greater portion of available 
funds on Fort Preble, nothing further has been done 
for this work than collecting and preparing some ma- 
terials. 

Fort Preble-—A part of the exterior parapet wall 
has been taken down, and rebuilt; the parapet has 
been reformed on the battery front, and a breast-height 
wall built. 

Stone for the gun platforms has been split out and 
is now in course of preparation to be laid. The ma- 
gazine and the furnace for hot shot have been repair- 
ed and the gate pouty completed. A gun-house has 
been taken down and the materials used in the repair 
of the work. > 

Estimates are presented for the completion of these 
indispensable repairs. 

Fort MeClary, Portsmouth, New Hampshire —The 
two old works, Forts McClary and Constitution, in 
Portsmouth harbor, have been partially repaired, from 
the appropriation for “incidental expenses attending 
repairs of fortifications.” At Fort McClary, the scarp 





charge expects to be enabled to carry this wall up a 
height of ten feet, as well as to half finish the wall on | 


the lake side. The timber is now in course of fram- 


wall has been repaired and repointed. The peesper 
raised one foot two inches, its einbrasures filled up, 
and the slopes dressed and sodded anew; the parapet 
wall has been replaced by an exterior slope, a breast. 
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height wall built, the work enclosed by a picketing, 
the magazine fitted up with an interior lining, the ma- 
sonry of the hot shot furnace repaired, and a well 
sunk. 

The stone circles for the gun traverses have been 
ordered, but will probably not be received in time to 
be laid this fall. 

Fort Constitution, Portsmouth, New Hampshire.—At 
Fort Constitution, the searp wall has been repaired, 
and pointed; the breast-height wall completed; the 
parapets embanked, and nearly all sodded; the old 
are 2 platforms on the west front removed, and the 
terreplein partly embanked; the gun traverses and 
pintle beds and the mortar beds will be laid next 

ear. 

Fort Independence, Boston harbor.—The operations 
of the present season have been limited to the recep- 
tion and preparation of stone that will be required for 
the masonry, yet to be constructed. 

Fort Warren, Boston harber.—The work of this sea- 
son has consisted in completing the scarp of the right 
face and flank of front No. 1, and a small portion of 
the adjacent face No. 5, including thirteen stone 
arches over recesses of embrasures. Carrying up from 
the offset of foundation, and completing the scarp of 
curtain No. 1, comprising eight loopholes for base- 
ment rooms, and fourteen gun embrasures, with stone 
arches over the recesses of the same. 

Constructing five stone casemate arches, on left 
flank and face of No. 1, with six communication arches 
of stone. Completing the left portion, 156 running 
feet, (the right portion, 96 running feet, having been 
completed last year,) of scarp, on curtain No. 2, com- 
prising 18 loopholes and a postern gateway ; also turn- 
ing with brick seven arches over heads of casemates 
connected therewith. Building the piers of the pos- 
tern gallery, on curtain No. 2, and turning a stone 
arch over the same. Completing the scarp of left face 
and left flank of front No. 2, comprising two embra- 
sures in ‘the flank, and 18 lessiaales in the face; also 
completing all the piers in the flank, and one pier 
with portions of all the other piers on the face. 

Turning stone arches over the (two) casemates in 
the left flank, and one stone (head) arch on the left 
face of No. 2, with three communication arches, one 
recess arch, and one doorway arch, all of stone. Of 
scarp wall, completed and coped, the length is 1,441 
feet, comprehending the whole of fronts 1 and 2, and 
containing 63 loopholes, 37 embrasures, and a gate- 
way. All the arches on front No. 1, and a part of 
those on front No. 2, are completed. 

Fort Adams, Newport harbor, Rhode Island—Exca- 
vation and embankment.—The excavations of the earth 
and rock in all the ditches of the fort are finished, and 
nearly all the excavation for the parade; such por- 
tions of the excavated stone as were suitable having 
been applied to the masonry of the fort; the exterior 
and interior ditches of the redoubt being almost wholly 
in rock, have been excavated, aifording most of the 
common building stones for the fort during the last 
six years; the excavations and embankments of the 
communication from the fort to the redoubt are fin- 
ished 

The glacis of the main work, and of three faces of 
the redoubt are nearly finished. The embankments 
of four fronts of the main work, and of the two exte- 
rior fronts ; of both tenailles and of the parapets of 
three faces of the redoubt, are finished. ‘he terrep- 
leins of the covert way of the southwest and southeast 
fronts are completed. 

Masonry—North Front.—The entire scarp is com- 
pleted; all the arches turned, roofed, leaded, and co- 
vered with earth; the breast-height walls of the covert 
way, the sustaining walls of the glacis and the gate- 
way walls built. 

Kast front.—The scarp and counterscarp are finish- 
ed; all the arches turned, roofed, leaded and covered 
with earth; the walls of the caponiére, of the two 
ramps, of the casemated traverse and its counterscarp 








| 








are done; the parade wall finished and the breast: 
height walls of the covert way, except those of the 
re-entering place of arms. 

Southeast exterior front—Except the breast-height 
walls, all the masonry of this front, tenaille, caponiere 
and covert way included, is done. 

Southeast interior front.—Masonry all completed, 
with the exception of breast-height walls, and a gap 
left for communication. 

Southwest exterior front.—Except the breast-height 
walls, masonry all completed. 

Southwest iterior front.—Masonry all completed 
excepting breast-height walls. 

West front.—Masonry all completed except the gal- 
ley of 2d tier, the walls closing the ditches and the 
pintle centres and traverse circles of the barbette guns ; 
the earth covering of the arches will be completed be- 
fore the expiration of the quarter. 

All the galleries for communication and for coun- 
termines are finished ; their length is 2,869 feet. 

Between 3,000 and 4,000 feet of permanent clear 
drains have been laid, and 2,250 feet of blind drains. 

All the gun embrasures of the fort (104 in number, ) 
and all the carronade embrasures (67 in number,) are 
built. 

Four of the casemates intended for quarters and 
three intended for officers, have been fitted up, and 
some progress has been made in preparing several 
others. 

The walls under water of permanent wharf are fin- 
ished and enclosed spé€e filled up to low water. All 
the walls (2,850 feet in length) of the communication 
from the fort to the redoubt are finished. 

Of the reaoubt, the scarp walls of three faces are 
finished, and some progress made in the pr cer f 
walls; the gallery passing under the ditch is finished, 
together with the foundation of the scarp of the inte- 
rior work, 

The three principal magazines and seven small 
ones are floored and lined, and require but little work 
for entire completion. 

The platforms for all the guns in the lower tier of 
the west and north fronts are ready to receive the 
armament, (fifty-nine 42-pounder cannon, and nine 
24-pounder carronades.) A few guns, being all that 
are at the fort, are already mounted. 

Fortifications in New London harbor, Connecticut.— 
The detailed survey of the site of Fort Trumbull, 
mentioned as being in progress at the date of the last 
annual report of this department, was completed on 
the Ist December, 1838. The plan of the board of 
engineers was revised and adapted to the ground, and 
received your sanction in July last, and the officer 
in charge commenced immediately the removal of the 
old and the construction of the new fort. It being 
desirable that the efticiency of the work for defence 
during its renewal should not be impaired more than 
was absolutely necessary, operations have been con- 
fined to the construction of the exterior battery and 
excavations for the land fronts of the main work. 
This battery is now completed, with the exception of 
sodding the superior and exterior slopes of the para- 
pet; the permanent traverses are laid for its guns; 
the pintle centres may be laid with a few days’ labor; 
and the battery will then be ready to receive its arma- 
ment of eleven barbette guns. The embankments 
constituting the parados of the battery are nearly 
completed, as well as the profile walls terminating 
the north and west branches. 

In the main work most of the earth has been re- 
moved from the north and west (land) fronts, and 
should the weather continue favorable, some portion 
of the rock may be excavated before suspending ope- 
rations this year. 

A fact'in relation to the depth of water in the 
harbor of New London, brought to light by the re- 
cent coast survey, shows, in a striking manner, the 
importance of the harbor in the defence of Long Is- 
land sound, and recommends it, in an especial man- 
ner, to the attention of the War Department. 
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It has been, till recently, supposed that this was 
a frigate harbor only, the depth of water being laid 
down, on the most authentic charts, at 22} feet over 
the bar, whereas the recent soundings show that there 
are now 25; feet of water at the lowest spring tides 
on the shoalest place between New London and the 
mouth of the river, and that this depth can be carried 
up five miles above this city. Ships of the line may 
therefore enter, at all times of tide, and ascend the 
river seven miles above its mouth. 


Fort Schuyler, Throg’s Neck, New York.—The 
greater part of the work done during the present sea- 
son has been on the cover face and covert way. All 
the arches of the cover face have been finished, ex- 
cept the covering of their roofs with asphalte. The 
scarp has been raised to the height of the coping, and 
parts of the coping and of the exterior revetment of 
the parapet have been laid. The ramp onthe reverse 
front has also been finished, and a large quantity of 
earth has been deposited for the rampart. ‘The coun- 
ter scarp has been completed, except the coping, in- 
cluding the ramp and steps. The terreplein of the 
covert way has been raised to the proper height. 
The foundations of the revetment of the glacis have 
been laid, including those in the place of arins. 

The foundations of the main work were reported in 
the annual report of last year as having been com- 
pleted. The superstructure has been commenced on 
the front looking to the country. 

Fort Columbus and Castle Williams, New York 
harbor.—A_ portion of the funds appropriated for 
“incidental expenses attending repairs of fortifica- 
tions,” and for ‘* contingencies of fortifications,” has 
been devoted to the repairs of these works, and ap- 
plied as follows: 

To laying the gun traverses, sodding the interior 
and exterior slopes of the parapet, and making pans- 
coupés at the salient angles of Fort Columbus. 

To filling up and making a brick flooring to the 
lower tier of Castle Williams; laying the stone tra- 
verse circles in this tier; and to laying the iron cir- 
cles for the guns of the second tier. 

Besides which, a survey has been made of Gover- 
nor’s Island and the mits buildings thereon; and 
126 square yards of asphalte have been laid upon the 
terreplein of Castle Williams, in order to test its effi- 
ciency as a water tight covering, and to ascertain, at 
the same time, its resistance to the action of the 
elements. The funds already remitted will complete, 
it is supposed, all the repairs at present contemplated 
with the available funds. 

To put these works, however, and the south bat- 
tery, on the same island, ina thorough state of repair, 
a special appropriation will be required, the estimate 
of the necessary amount being $18,000. In addition 
to this, $22,000 are needed for the repair of wharves 
and the sea wall protecting Governor’s island. 

Fort Wood, Bedlow’s Island, New York.—A careful 
and exact survey has been made of the island, in- 
cluding cld Fort Wood. The drawings are soon to 
be received, and with their aid it is designed to pro- 
ject such repairs and modifications as shall appear | 
indispensable to due efficiency. It is not supposed, | 
however, that the aid of Congress need be asked for 
these works duriag the present session. 

Fort Gibson, Ellis Island, New York.—A survey | 
and inspection of this military establishment will be | 
made at an early day, with a view to know its exact 
state and the means required to place it in a condition 
of perfect efficiency. 

Vorks on Staten Island.—One of the most impor- 
tant positions for the defence of New York harbor 
is the eastern point of Staten Island, now occupied 
by several works erected by and belonging to the 
State of New York. All these are in a dilapidated 
state, and need considerable repairs to give them the 
efficiency demanded by the position they occupy. I 
bring these circumstances to your notice, in the hope 








by these works may be placed gradually, if not at 
once, either by the State of New York or by the 
United States, in proper condition. 

Fort Hamilton, New York harbor.—The drains, ori- 
ginally of wood, leacing from the water frontof this 
work to the water, have been relaid in substantial 
masonry with hydraulic cement. 

There are leaks in the arches of this work, the 
repair of which demands immediate attention, and 
will involve some expense. These repairs are indis- 
pensable to the preservation of the work, in other 
respects in excellent condition. While these repairs 
are in progress will be the moment to adopt the ter- 
replein battery, on the water front of the new bar- 
bette seacoast gun carriage, an important and neces- 
sary reform. 

Fort Lafuyette—The two lower tiers of this work 
are in an efficient state; but the upper battery re- 
quires modification. It is now covered by a shed 
roof, which, at the same time that it prevents the 
mounting of guns on this pier, exposes the whole 
work to destruction by fire. To adapt this tier to the 
new seacoast carriage, will require the parapet to be 
raised a little, and, at the same time, the terreplein 
must be so arranged as to shed the rain water. 

Some injury done to the sea wall by gales of wind, 
must be repaired. 

Fort Mifflin, Delaware river—There has been no 
garrison at Fort Mifflin since it was reported ready 
to receive one in the last annual report. 

It has been found necessary to apply a portion of 
the funds for “incidental expenses” during the past 
season, to repair the degradations caused by the wea- 
ther upon the sodded slopes, and to put in perfect 
order the quarters and casemates. In addition to this, 
the breast-height wall has been revetted witn kyanis- 
ed timber and forty-nine stone gun traverses and 
pintle blocks laid. These repairs and additions have 
been finished, and an officer of engineers having in- 
spected the work, agreeably to regulations, and 
reported it complete, it is now ready to be turned 
over to the troops of the line. 

Fort Delaware.—Since the 8th of December, 1838, 
the Pea Patch Island has been in the Jegal possession 
of Mr. J. T. Hudson, who claims the property under 
a decision of the United States circuit court for New 
Jersey. While waiting, however, the final issue of 
his claim, which is to be brought, if possible, before 
the Supreme Court of the United States, he has allow- 
eda sufficient force to be retained upon the island 
for the protection and preservation of the materials 
and property of the United States. 

About twenty-eight thousand feet of grillage tim- 
ber, contracted for before the suspension of operations, 
were received this spring. With this exception, the 
operations have been confined to the preservation of 
the buildings, machinery, and materials collected. 
The condition of the work remains, therefore, as at 
the close of operations last year. 

As the operation of piling for a foundation, here 
unavoidable, necessarily requires much time, it is to 
be regretted that the condition of the legal process is 
such as to leave it quite doubtful whether, as to any 
real progress in the work, another year must not be 
lost. In order, however, to lessen this evil as much 
as possible, it will be prudent to ask from Congress 
an additional appropriation, to be granted under the 
same restriction as accompanied the last, nainely, 
that the grant is not to be available until the title to 
the land be decided to rest in the United States, 

For a detail of the legal steps that have been taken 
on the part of the United States for the recovery of 
the island, reference is made to the following letter 
on the subject, from the Solicitor of the Treasury, 
under date of the 23d November: 

OFFICE OF THE SoLIciTorR OF THE TREASURY, 
November 23, 1839. 
Sir: In reply to your letter of the 19th instant, I 





that some arrangement may possibly be made where- 


have to state. that on the 28th March last, the Seere- 
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tary of War, by instructions of the President, and | exception of laying the pintle blocks throughout, 
for the purpose of carrying into effect the joint reso-| which operation will be delayed until the best mode 
Intion of Congress relative to the title of the United | of doing it is determined, the usual inspection by an 
States io the Pea Patch Island, requested this office , officer of engineers (required by the regulations) has 
to bring the matter into the circuit court of the Uni-| been made. He reports the work complete, with 
ted States for the district of Delaware. In compli-|the exceptions mentioned; it is considered expedi- 
ance with the wishes of the Secretary, a letter was ent, therefore, to occupy the fort at once, and to com- 
addressed, on the 29th of March, 1839, to the district | plete in the spring the little that remains to be done. 


attorney of the United States for that district, in| Fort on Soller’s Point flats, harbor of Baltimore.— 


which he was instructed to institute an action of 
ejectment against the tenants in possession of the 

ea Patch Island, in the circuit court of the United 
States for that district, to try the title of the United 
States to that island. In puruance of these instruc- 
tions, suit was brought on the 17th of May, and on 
the 20th of May the declarations in ejectment were 
served on the tenants in possession. On the 28th of 
May, the circuit court held its session, and no person 
appearing to the ejectment, service of the declaration 
was proved, and judgment by default entered in favor 
of the United States. On the 17th of June, 1839, a 
letter was addressed to Mr. J. T. Hudson, the claim-| 
ant of the island, advising him of these circumstances, | 
and that, as the ~“s object of the United States was | 
to try the title to the island, no measures had been! 
adopted under this judgment to take possession. It) 
was proposed that he should enter an appearance to 





With Fort McHenry as the only defensive work be- 
tween Baltimore and the Chesapeake bay, that city 
is wholly without defences against an attack by land 
—such, for instance, as was undertaken by the Eng- 
lish during the last war—and is, at the same time, 
not adequately protected from an attack by the river. 

The first step to be taken in the creation of a bet- 
ter system of defence for this harbor, is the erection 
of a strong casemated battery on the outer extremity 
of Soller’s Point flats, a work projected by the board 
of engineers many years ago. This work being com- 


| pleted, the channel of the river will be powerfully 


commanded, and an enterprise advancing against the 
city from North Point, or along the opposite shore, 
will be liable to be cut off from all retreat by troops 
thrown across the river, or sent down the river and 
landed near the work. 

The position is a good one; the work is indispen- 


the ejectment, so that at the next term of the court! sable to the security of Baltimore, and, as much time 
the question of title should be tried with a view to! must necessarily be consumed in raising the founda- 
take it to the Supreme Cesurt of the United States at! tion out of water, it seems important that immediate 


its next session. Mr. Hudson replied on the 27th cf, 
June, that he would consult his counsel and give an 
answer which he hoped would be satisfactory; and 
on the 17th of August, 1839, a letter was written by 
his counsel, Messrs. Wall and Southard, but not re- 
ceived at this office till the 2lst of September. In 
this letter, while they expressed their desire to have 
the question finally tested by the Supreme Court, 
they declined acceding to the course suggested, and 
proposed a different mode of proceeding. To this 
"Sigg an answer was returned on the 8th of Octo- 

er, putting the matter on such a footing as was 
thought would lead to its early settlement. The 
reply of Mr. Hudson, or of his counsel, to this has 
not yet been received. ae respectfully yours, 

. D. GILPIN, 
Solicitor of the Treasury. 

Col. J. G. Totten, Engineer Department. 

Fort McHenry, - Baltimore—During the last year 
the breast-height wall has been raised 18 inclies 
throughout the work, decreasing the height of the 
interior “0 w by this quantity; the banquette has 
been completed; the ten gun traverses previously 
laid in the main work have aah taken up and re-laid 
in the mode recently adopted ; the scarp wall has 
been pointed with cement and coated with a cement 
wash. The biidge across the main and ravelin 
ditches have been removed, and a ramp substituted, 
leading from the main ditch to the gateway. 

In the ravelin, the entrance through its left face 
has been closed, and the breast-height wall continued 
along the whole face ; the terreplein has been finish- 
ed, and a flight of stone steps constructed to commu. 
nicate with the main ditch; traverses for seven bar- 
bette guns have been laid in this outwork. 

In the exterior battery, the breast-height wall has 
been raised 18 inches, to conform to the new profile 
adopted ; the embankment of the parapet has been 
completed, the exterior slope sodded, and traverses! 
have been laid for 39 barbette guns. 

The sea wall has been finished, 560 running feet! 





measures be taken for the commencement of the 
work, and to this end a small appropriation is asked 
for next year. 

Fort Monroe, Hampton roads.—The appropriations 
of 1838 and 1839, for this work, have been applied 
during the last year to the repairs indicated by the 
board of engineers, in their report of November 6, 
se Of these repairs the following has been exe- 
cuted: 

The stone masonry of the counterscarp of front 
No. 5, completed, with the exception of a few feet of 
coping: forty-three piers of concrete, with their res- 
pective arches, designed to relieve the scarp of the 
work, constructed on Nos. 4 and 5; a breast-height 
Wall, carried up three feet along the curtain and left 
flank of No. 4; eighteen relieving arches turned 
over the gutters of the casemates on No. 3, against 
the parade wall; some of the iron pipes on No. 8, 
designed to carry off the water from the roofs of the 
casemates, have been secured from frost by making 
acutin the masonry, and letting them in one anda 
half or two feet, and closing the cut by a thin wall; 
the coping of the scarp of No. 4 has been taken up, 
re-cut, and re-set; some pointing has been done In 
the advanced battery ; forty-two iron circles for the 
gun traverses in this battery have been laid, and the 

attery is now ready to receive its armament, and the 
bridges on Nos. 2 and 7 repaired. 

Besides these, a wharf 225 feet in length, extend- 
ing to 18 feet water, has been constructed on No. 2, 
and granite coin stones substituted for some broken 
ones of sand stone at the salient of bastion 4 and 5. 

The present bridge over Mill creek, the charter 
right to which was purchased from a special appro- 
priation of 1838, is so decayed as to render a new 
one necessary, and the road leading to it is in need of 
repair. 

The estimates for next year, submitted by the offi- 
cer in charge, contemplate the completion of the 
relieving arches and piers of the breast-height wall, 
parapet, and rampart; a commencement on the re- 


having been laid during the year; the gateway in'doubt and defences of the counterscarp, and the 

the boundary wall has been put up, and a small guard laying of all the pintle beds and circles for the bar- 

house erected near it. ibette guns; it includes, also, an item of $5,000 for a 
The upper structure of the wharf has been entirely new wooden bridge across Mill creek. 

renewed, and some new foundation piles substituted’ To ensure a supply of clay and sod for this work, 

for the decayed ones. '(considerable quantities of which will yet be re- 


The work having been reported by the agent in quired,) and at a much cheaper rate than by the 
charge as finished on the 29th of October, with the ordinary mode of purchasing it delivered at the fort, 
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it is recomsmnenied to purchase a small tract of land | the passage entirely, the operations could be so 
in the immediate vicinity ; the land can be obtained conducted as to restrict the channel progressively, 


for the sum of $1,000, and would doubtless be a 
saving of a much greater amount in the end. 

Fort Calhoun,. Hampton roads.—The difficulty of 
procuring laborers in the fall of 1838, induced the 
engineer officer in charge of the fortifications in 
Hampton roads to transfer the force employed on the 


until the desired result was obtained. The last re- 
port on this subject is appended, marked B. 

The project for this improvement will be founded, 
as to its details, on actual surveys, and will be the 
result of careful study. 

As it must unavoidably consume much time to 





Rip Raps to Old Point Comfort; the operations at 


obtain a suitable foundation for Fort Sumter, it is 


Fort Calhoun were, in consequence, suspended on|considered very important to proceed immediately 


the 30th of October, 1838, and were not resumed {|W 
until the 22d of March last, when a commencement} tion. 


was made with only 25 laborers. From that time 
until the 30th of September, the number of laborers 
was gradually increased to 52. Every man that 
could be hired in the interval was employed ; but 
froin the thinness of the black population in the three 
or four surrounding counties, it would seem that the 
force employed at the Rip Raps and at Old Point 
includes nearly all the disposable male slaves in them. 
Other means will, therefore, have to be resorted to, 
to ensure a sufficient number of laborers for the for- 
tifications in Hampton roads. The superintending 
engineer has proposed procuring from the north as 
many white laborers as will be requisite for Fort 
Monroe, and employing all the black laborers on the 
Rip Raps. 

Dyacstions at Fort Calhoun have been corfined 
during the year to replacing upon the foundations of 
the piers and walls, a part of the load of stone intend- 
ed to produce the ultimate subsidence of those foun- 
dations, before carrying up the superstructure. 

There have been, during the season, includ- 
ing the small quantity laid previous to September, 
1838, 24,700 tons of this stone piled upon the 
piers and walls of Fort Calhoun; there will be yet 
required, to re-load the work as it was formerly load- 


| with the deposite of stones constituting that founda- 
In the meantime, Fort Moultrie and Castle 
Pinckney will be placed in a state of perfect readi- 
ness for service, much having already been done 
since last spring, to that end. 

Fort Pulaski, Cockspur island, Savannah, Georgia. 
—The scarp wall of the whole work has been com- 
|pleted to within three inches of the cordon; the 
arches of the casemates and magazines have been 
completed, and the arches of the four battery fronts 
roofed ; the sustaining wall of the terreplein of the 
‘four battery fronts completed, and the same wall, for 

two-thirds of the gorge, brought up to within three 

‘inches of the cordon; eight cisterns under the four 
|battery fronts finished; the stairways at the gorge 
laid; the spandrels of the gorge filled in to the height 
of one foot six inches below the key of the intrados 
of the arches; the sewer under the postern finished ; 
about one-half the sleepers to floors on the battery 
front set, and the flooring plank of two casemates 
laid; some progress made in the breakwater, and a 
considerable addition to the wharf on the north side 
executed in as permanent a manner as the nature of 
the materials would admit. 

Repairs of Fort Marion, and the sea wall at St. Au- 
gustine, Florida.—An ofiicer of engineers took charge 
‘of the works at St. Augustine in January last, and 








ed, 54,770 tons—more than double the quantity now | has personally directed operations there since. The 
on. The disposable stone now above water amounts | funds have been applied exclusively, as hereto- 
to about 34,000 tons, making a deficiency of about| fore, to the continuation of the sea wall for the pro- 
20,000 tons, to be supplied to the work for the} tection of the city; 2,600 running feet of this wall 
purpose of giving a full load to the walls: the are now laid, of which 777 feet are coped with gran- 
necessity of ovtaining, without delay, the final subsi- | ite; in addition to this, there are 32,600 cubic feet of 


dence of the foundations, is manifest, and an item of} 
20,000 tons of stone for the purpose has been intro- 
duced in the estimate of the officer in charge, for the 
ensuing year. 

Fort Caswell, Oak Island, North Carolina —The | 
repairs of the fort are reported as finished, with the | 
exception of the adjustment of pintle centres for 
barbette guns, and small portions of breast-height 
wall. 

A little additional labor is also needed upon the 
dykes designed to protect the site. 

Fortifications in Charleston harbor, 8. C. and preser- 
vation of the site of Fort Moultrie —The available 
funds of this appropriation have been principally 
applied, during the last year, to the preservation of 
the site of Fort Moultrie. For detailed information 
of the operations of the year, I respectfully refer to 
the very interesting report of the officer in charge, 
appended hereto, marked A. ; : 

The system of operations applied thus far, with so 
much success, for the preservation of the southwes- 





tern termination of Sullivan’s island, including the 


stone quarried and ready to be laid. 
A minute and accurate survey of Fort Marion and 
its environs is now in progress; when completed, the 


|department will be enabled to offer a plan of such 


repairs as may be found to be necessary, together 
with an estimate of the total cost of the public works 


| at this place. 


The estimate submitted for the next year contem- 
plates the entire completion of the sea wall. 

Fort Picicens, Pensacola.—A small Fg ares a 
will be necessary for this work, to lay the traverses 
for barbette guns and casemate carronades, and for 
mortar beds, and sundry other small operations. 

Fort on Foster’s Island, Pensaco'a harbor.—The 
small amount appropriated at the last session for this 
work, after paying off arrearages, was found insufli- 
cient to meet the necessary expenditures incident to 
its completion; ,the present arrearages amount to a 
little more than $7,000. Another appropriation will 
be necessary to cover these, to seovibe pintle blocks 
for the barbette guns, construction of a small wharf, 
and the construction of a ditch and glacis around the 


site of Fort Moultrie, should be carried to co:nple- | fort, designed to prevent the driiting of the sand 
tion, and similar works should be begun for the pre- | against its walis. 


servation of the position of Fort Johnson, James 


Fort Barancas, Pensacola harbor —The plan for re- 


island. The project for these latter works has been building this work having been just matured, and the 
carefully prepared and attentively examined, and it; drawings finished, no time will be lost in prosecuting 
is thought may be relied upon to aiford results not| operations with energy, under the restrictions of your 
less satisfactory than the similar project for Sullivan’s | recent orders in relation to the application of funds. 
island. Bricks, lime, &c. have already been collected in 

In consequence of the progressive deepening of| sufficient quantities to commence at once, and a 
Hog Island channel, and of accumulation in front of| wharf has been constructed, together with a railway 
a part of the city of Charleston, this departinent is leading from it to the work. 

repared to recommend, on the reports of two of} Forts on the coast of the Gulfof Mexico. On the 
its officers, that the Hog Island channel be closed. | 4th February last, the engineer officer having the 
As it might not be necessary or advisable to close general superintendence of these forts, was ordered 
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to make an inspection of allof them, and report with- 
out delay to the departinent their present condition 
and the sum that would be required to put them in 
a state of complete efficiency. 

It appears, from his reports, that in consequence 
of the exposed situation of these works, of their hav- 
ing been left for a considerable period without garri- 
sons, and no funds being available to keep up a torce 
of another kind for their preservation, that some re- 
pairs will be required for each one, in consequence of 
the decay and dilapidation incident to their situation. 
In additition to this, the permanent traverses and 
pintle centres adapted to the new seacoast carriage 
are yet to be laid at all of them. 

Ft is considered highly imporiant that all these 
works should be put in a complete state without 
delay. 

In order to obtain more minute information as to 
all these works, than it was possible to procure in an 


——__] 


| In order that there may always be a boat present, te. 

profit by favorable moments for operations, it is pro- 
posed to build a snag boat exclusively for that river; 
this, and the continuance of such works as have here- 
tofore been found most beneficial, are contemplated 
for the next year. 

Red river —The agent’s report of operations during 
the past year, is appended, marked G. 

i See leave to call your particular attention to the 
fact there set forth, that, in consequence of the entire 
exhaustion, at a most critical stage of the work, of the 
funds appropriated by Congress, the Real Estate bank 
of Washington, Arkansas, advanced the sum of $7,- 
159, and the agent himself $4,019 15, to carry it on. 
it was done in order to avoid the great loss and incon- 
venience resulting from a suspension of the navigation, 
and to take advantage of the force then present in the 
river, to remove the raft that had again been formed. 
These advances having been of very great benefit to 


inspection so much hurried by the circumstances of| the permanent interesis of the work, as well as to the 


the moment, as that above referred to, another in- 
spection will be made this winter, and the report 
thereof will be accompanied by estimates going into 
every detail. In the mean time, estimates are pre- 
sented, founded on the reports of last spring. 

Fort Livingston, Grand Terre, Louisiana.— The 
plan of this work is now before the board of engi- 
neers for revision; it is hoped that it will be ready 
to place in the hands of the constructing officer for a 
re-commencement of operations early in the winter. 

HARBORS, RIVERS, LIGHT-HOUSES, AND ROADS 


population bordering the river, it is to be hoped that 
an epeoneateee by Congress will allow them to be 
refunded at an early day. 

It will be perceived from the report above referred 
to, that the raft that had formed in July, 1838, was re- 
moved, and the navigation open on the 15th February 
last; that a high freshet had reformed the raft for a 
length of 2,150 yards, about the middle of April, which 
last was, with the aid furnished by the Real Estate 
bank, and on the agent’s individual responsibility, re- 
moved, and the navigation again opened by the 4th 


Hudson river improvement.—The detailed report of} of May last. 


the officer in charge of this improvement is appended, 
marked C. 

‘The success which attends these operations, and the 
widespread interests which are connected more or less 
directiy with them, will, it is hoped, secure the steady 
favor of Congress. 

Ohio river, above the falls—The annexed report 
marked D, of the superintendent of the improvement 
of the Ohio, above the falls, gives the detail of the 
work prosecuted during the season, with the remnant 
of the appropriation of 1838. 

Mississippi river, above the Ohio.—As to the opera- 
tions on the Des Moines rapids, reference is made to 
the particular report herewith, marked E, of the offi- 
cer in charge. 

Harbor of St. Louis.—In the above report will also 
be found a detail of the operations for the improvement 
of this harbor. 

In both cases, the works have been thus far highly 
satisfactory as to their results, and afford the promise 
of complete success, if carried through. The sugges- 
tions of the officer as to the importance of rapid com- 
pletion are respectfully urged on your spiidtiealion 
they are founded less on the advantages that are to flow 
from a successful termination, great as these may be, 
than on the danger of serious injury to which they 
must be exposed while in an incomplete state. 

Missouri river —The annual report of the superin- 
tendent of the improvements in this river has not been 


received ; but his occasional letters, and the report of 


an inspection made under orders from this department, 
by an officer of engineers, (at the conclusion of the 
report marked E,) present a very satisfactory state- 
ment of the progress already made in removing ob- 
structions from the channel, and a full assurance of 
the entire success that will attend a prosecution of the 
labors. 

Ohio and Mississippi, between Louisville and New 
Orleans.—No annual report having been received from 
the superintendent, relating to the works under this 
head, the labors of the year cannot now be specified. 
His report will be transinitted as soon as it is received. 

Arkansas river.—No later report has been received 
from the superintendent, as to the operations in this 
river, than his letter of June 7, 1839, of which an ex- 
tract is appended, marked F, and to which reference 
is made for the nature of the works executed. 


On the 27th August, however, the agent then at St. 
Louis, Missouri, reported that the raft had been again 
formed for about one mile in length, judging from the 
best information he could obtain, and transmitted an 
otier from the same bank, to loan on personal security 
asum not to exceed 20,000 dollars, to enable him to 
remove itagain. The department having no author- 
lity to aceept such a loan, could only authorize the 
agent, in case those more immediately interested, 
should offer to furnish the necessary funds, to contin- 
ue the work with those funds, and the remaining 
means at his disposal, with the express understanding 
that no money thus expended was to be considered as 
money advanced on account of, or as a debt due by: 
the United States. ‘The annual report of the superin- 
tendent not having been received, it is not known 
whether any thing was done towards the removal of 
the last formed rait. 

These circumstances are now detailed to show that, 
if the very important objects designed to be secured 
by the operations on that river are to be considered as 
still meriting the patronage of Congress, early and li- 
beral appropriations should be supplied. As exhibit- 
ing clearly the probable nature of future works, their 
objects, and the vast amount of the interest connected 
therewith, reference is again made to the report of the 
superintendent, whose project of improvement has the 
approbation of this department. 

In the last annual report of the department, men- 
tion was made of a notice received at the office, that a 
bar had been recently formed at the mouth of Red riv- 
er, obstructing its navigation. I am happy to state 
that, on the arrival of the agent at the spot whither he 
was ordered without delay, there was no appearance 
of a bar, and that he reports that, “* every year here- 
after, there will be less difficulty to be apprehended 
from any deposite that may form, until it becomes re- 
gulated by the natural course of the two rivers, which 
will, in all probability, not exceed three or four years.” 

Flynn’s Knoll light-house, New York harbor.—The 
officer charged with the execution of this work, re- 
ceived notice of the approval of his project on the 12th 
of December last, and immediately took measures to 

rovide materials, with the hope of advancing the aux- 
iliary works sufficiently to withstand the violent au- 
tumnal storms of the present year. It was hoped that 
operations could be commenced on the site by the last 
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of March, or early in April; in consequence, howev- The annual report of the officer in charge of the 
er, of a failure on the part of contractors to supply | road in Indiana and Illinois is also submitted, marked 
brush, piles, and lumber, and particularly owing to the | J. 

state of the weather, it was found impossible to com-| In compliance with your instructions, immediate 
mence before the middle of May. ‘The work even’ orders were issued to the officers in charge of this road 
then progressed but slowly for the want of workmen,'to furnish the estimates, called for by a resolution of 
although extravagant wages were offered, nor could , the Senate of June 30th, 1839, of “the sums that will 
this difficulty be overcome during the whole season, be necessary to complete the construction of the Cum- 
the force employed being always less than that re- | berland road through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and 
quired, sometimes not amounting to one-tenth of the | Illinois, to the Mississippi river, and of the additional 
number that could have been advantageously em-'! amount that will be required to extend the same to the 
ployed. : city of Jefferson, in the State of Missouri.” 

In the opinion of the officer in charge, had the work} The estimate for completion in the State of Ohio 
been more advanced, it would have experienced no has been received, but a preliminary personal exami- 
injury from the violent gale of the 16th August last, | nation of the route being requisite before that for the 
but being in this unprotected state, what had been western part of Illinois and the State of Missouri could 
done was nearly destroyed. ‘be made, it has been impossible to furnish it, as was 

In consequence of this disaster, to a repetition of hoped, in time to be communicated to Congress with 
which the nature of the operation will always render the annual report of the department. I shall doubt- 
it liable, it was deemed important, before recommen- less, however, be enabled to present it before their ad- 
cing the work, that the subject should be revised by a! journment. 
special board of engineer officers ; and one object to| It is designed, in future, to complete the road con- 
which their attention will be particularly devoted, will | tinuously from one point only in each State, thus avoid- 
be the attainment, as far as practicable, of security to ing the very heavy repairs involved in throwing open 
the work during its first stages, against accidents of a to public use a road that has been graded merely. And 
similar nature. |in order that the road may be maintained in good con- 

To guard against all danger from this source, would dition, when once completed, it is recommended that 
be a physical impossibility, but it is hoped that some | timely provision be made for turning it over to the re- 
new feature in the plan may be suggested by past ex- | spective States, in finished sections of such extent as 
perience, that will render it less liable to objection on| the appropriations of Congress, from year to year, 
this score, without inordinately increasing the ex-} may allow. 
pense. TRANSFERS. 

The members of the board were directed to con-| In pursuance of your instructions of the Ist of Au- 
vene at New York on the 1st of November, and report | gust, 1838, the following works of harbor and river 
the result of their deliberations, without delay, to the | improvement, and roads, have been transferred to the 
department, when it will be immediately submitted , topographical bureau, viz: 
for your action. ; Designation of the works transferred on the 22d of Jan- 

Pier, dilce, and light-house at Goat island, Newport | uary, 1839. 
harbor, R. I.—The walls of the pier, both above and} 1. Placing buoys in the vicinity of the monument 
below water, are completed ; the hollow spaces in the | on Steele’s ledge, Maine. 
walls below water, as well as the space included with-| 2. Continuing the pier at Kennebunk, Maine. 
in the walls, filled with refuse stone: the walls above | 3. Erecting a breakwater on Stanford ledge, Port- 
water have been coped and pointed, and the paving of! land harbor, Maine. 
the space within the walls completed. The grillage| 4, Deepening the channel of the Cocheco branch of 
for the foundation of the light-house is built, also all/ the Piscataqua river leading into Dover harbor, New 
the masonry, and most of the carpentry of the light- | Hampshire. . 
house. This portion of the work has been completed 5. Breakwater at the mouth of the Merrimack river, 
more than a year, and is in a very sound condition, | Massachusetts. 
exhibiting no trace of crack or settlement of any kind) 6, Breakwater at Sandy bay, Massachusetts. 
whatever. 7. Preserving the point of land leading to the fort 

The walls above and below water, of a portion of| and light-house at the Gurnet, Duxbury, Mass. 
the dike 930 feet in length are finished, the filling of | 8. Preservation of Plymouth beach, Massachusetts. 
the void spaces of the wails under water, and the cop- 9. Preservation of the beach at Provincetown har- 
ing and most of the pointing of the walls above water | bor, Massachusetts. 
being completed. In fact the pier, the light-house, 10. Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Bass 
with the exception of its lantern, and 939 feet in length | river, Massachusetts. 
of the dike, with the exception of a little pointing, are} 11. Breakwater at Hyannis harbor, Massachusetts. 








in a complete state. ; 12. Breakwater at Church’s cove, in the town of 
To complete the connexion between the light-house | Little Compton, Rhode Island. 
and the shore, 320 feet of dike are yet to be buiit. 13. Improving the harbor of New Brunswick, by 


The cost of finishing this work in all its details, in- | removing obstructions in the Raritan river, New Jer- 
clusive of an iron railing to secure the communication | sey. 
to the light-house in cold and stormy weather, is esti-| 14, Protection and improvement of Little Egg har- 
mated by the officer in charge at $11,842, and it is| bor, New Jersey. 
important that this sun be appropriated at anearly| 15. Repairs at the harbor of Chester, Pennsylvania, 
day. 16. Repairing and improving the harbor of Marcus 
National road.—That part of the national road, east} Hook, Pennsylvania. 
of the Ohio river, was completed on the 4th of July| 17. Improving the harbor of Newcastle, Delaware. 
last, and a small surplus of funds has been, or will be,| 18. Improving the harbor of Wilmington, Del. 
returned to the Treasury. 19. Deepening the harbor of Baltimore, Maryland, 
That part lying in the State of Ohio has beenen-| 20. Improving the natural channels at the northern 
tirely completed and turned over to the State, as faras | and southern entrances of the Dismal Swamp canal. 
Springfield, affording an unbroken line of road for} 21. Removing a sand shoal in Pamlico river, North 
300 miles westward from Cumberland, Maryland, to| Carolina. 
within 54 miles of the western boundary of the State} 22. Removing obstructions at Ocracoke inlet, North 
of Ohio; and considerable progress has been made in | Carolina. 
the remainder of the Ohio road ; the reports of the offi-| 23. Opening a passage between the town ot Beau- 
cer in charge, giving a detail of the operations are ap-| fort and Pamlico sound, and improving “New river, 
pended, marked H and I. North Carolina. 
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24. Improving navigation of Cape Fear river, below 
Wilmington, North Carolina, 

25. Improving navigation of Savannah river, Geor- 

ia. 
: 26. Improving the harbor of Brunswick, Georgia. 

27. Completing the inland channel between St. Ma- 
ry’s and St. John’s, Florida. 

28. Completing the improvement of the harbor of 
Mobile, Alabama. 

29. Removing a mud shoal in the East pass to Ap- 
palachicola, Florida. 

30. Deepening the channel of Pascagoula river, 
Florida. 

31. Increasing the depth of water at the mouths of 
the Mississippi river. 

$2. Road from opposite Memphis to the St. Francis 
river. 

33. Continuing the improvement of the Cumberland 
river. 

34. Continuing the pier and mole at Oswego. 

35. Improvement of Big Sodus bay. 

36. Works at the mouth of Genesee river. 

37. Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Oak 
Orchard creek. 

38. Works at the harbor near the mouth of the riv- 
er Raisin. 

39. Piers at La Plaisance bay. 

40. Removing obstructions at Black river, Chio. 

41. Improvements at the mouth of Huron river, 


42. Removing obstructions at Conneaut creek, Ohio. 
43. Removing obstructions at Ashtabula creek, 


41. Improvement of Cleveland harbor, Ohio. 

45. Removing obstructions at Grand river. 

46. Removing obstructions at Cunningham creek. 
47. Road from La Plaisance bay to the Chicago 


48. Road from Detroit to Saginaw bay. 

49. Road from Detroit towards Chicago. 

50. Road from Clinton to the rapids of Grand river. 

51. Road between Sheldon’s and the mouth of St. 
Joseph’s river. 

52. Road between Niles’ and the mouth of St. Jo- 
seph’s river. 

53. Road from Detroit to Port Gratiot. 

54. Road from Detroit to Grand river. 

55. Dredging machine for works on lake Erie. 

Transferred on the 18th June, 1839. 

J. Construction of the breakwater at the mouth of 
Delaware bay. 

MILITARY ACADEMY. 

The usual report of the board of visiters, who were 
invited to attend the annual examination in June last, 
is appended marked K. 

It gives me pleasure to state that, on a recent in- 
spection of the institution, I found every reason to 
concur in all the expressions of approbation put forth 
in the abovementioned report, and my examination 
satisfied me of the sound and steadily improving con- 
dition of the academy in every branch of instruction, 
service and discipline. 

The erection of new barracks for the cadets, a mat- 
ter strongly recommended at various times, requires 
early attention. The subject of the position of these 
buildings, their form and architectural proportions, 
and particularly the internal arrangement in reference 
ta convenience as studies and dormitories, to ventila- 
tion, safety from fire, police and discipline, has alrea- 
dy been deliberately considered ; and it is hoped that 
the careful attention that will still be devoted thereto, 
will afford a project combining ali essential conditions 
and worthy of the favors of the Executive and Con- 

ss. As it is not certain that the project can be ma- 
red in time for a commencement next year, no ap- 
propriation is now asked for it. 
here has lately been introduced at your instance, 
and throug your means, a course of instruction in 
equitation, which has met with entire success thus far, 











———— 


and promises to supply fully a species of instruction 
in no other way to be obtained by our young officers 
generally. 

This instruction comprises not merely the art of 
riding, but also the drill and manceuvres of cavalry ; 
these being, since the introduction of cavalry as a part 
of our military force, an indispensable part of military 
education. 

The means by which the instruction just mentioned 
is imparted, is soon to be applied to another extension 
of equal importance, namely, the drill and maneuvre 
of the artillery field train under the draught of horses. 

This drill has heretofore been carried on by the un- 
assisted labors of the cadets, but the great weight of 
the train caused this portion of the exercise to be ex- 
cessively fatiguing; and, beyond the manual of the 
piece, it has been attended to reluctantly, and gener- 
ally carried through without animation, or spirit. 

mportant as are these additions to the education 
afforded by the academy, they do not comprise all, in 
the way of practical instruction, that the wants of the 
service demand. There remains practical instruction 
in military engineering. While there are no milita 
labors to which the arts, trades, and customs of civil 
life contribute less, there are none that, in the course 
of a war, are more apt to have great events depending 
on their being attended to or neglected, or, when not 
neglected, on their being well or badly performed. 
The art of field engineering must be acquired by ex 
perience in a system of field labors, got up expressly 
to teach it. And the importance of having a general 
diffusion, among all the corps of the army, of at least 
a portion of this knowledge, requires, therefore, that 
it should, without delay, be made a part of the practi- 
cal course at West Point. 

The end may be accomplished in the following 
mode: At a proper season of the year, a portion of 
the cadets should be taken into the woods, and there 
taught to prepare, with their own hands, every thing 
employed in the construction of field works, batteries, 
trenches, saps,&c. These materials having then been 
brought upon the open ground, should be applied to 
actual constructions of the works mentioned. But 
here the labor would become too great to be perform- 
ed entirely by these youths, even if there were time 
to devote to such a performance of it. And this de- 
velops another feature, and perhaps the most import- 
ant one, of the project now sfieed. To supply labor 
of this sort, there is now at the academy a number of 
enlisted men, equal to one company ofartillery, whose 
present duty is to mount certain guards, and to attend 
to works of labor, and heavy police. Let this com- 
pany be increased in number to one hundred, and be 
perianently attached to the corps of engineers, as a 
company oi sappers, miners, and pontoneers, under 
the designation of engineer soldiers. Officered from 
the ve of engineers, this company should be in- 
structed in all the —- labors appertaining to sap- 
ping, mining, and ridging ; and should receive, more- 
over, a school instruction that would qualify them to 
direct the labors of others as well as apply their own. 

All the field works at the academy planned and di- 
rected by engineer officers, should be executed b 
these men, assisted, in the lighter labors, by the cadets. 

As a consequence of these labors, every officer 
graduating into the army, would be capable, at any 
moment, of conducting, or at least participating in, 
those important works on which the safety of armies, 
and the issues of campaigns so often depend, labors of 
which having seen nothing, he has naw only vague or 
inaccurate notions, 

_During a war, the men themselves, perfectly exer- 
cised at the school in every branch of their duty, 
would, in offensive movements, be placed with the 
van guard, to remove obstructions, throw bridges, re- 
pair roads, &c.; in retreat, they would be with the 
rear guard in order to embarrass to the utmost the path 
of the pursuer ; in all assaults of forts, entrenchments, 
&e., they would accompany the elite, to facilitate ac- 
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cess, by the many resources they had been taught to 
create and apply, and by personal intrepidity of which 
they should be shining examples ; in fortifying or re- 
pairing camps or positions, in prosecuting or resisting 
attacks by siege, in forming military bridges, and in 
every other circumstance of war, their services would 
be of the highest value. 


No nation experienced in warfare, is without an 
abundant supply of these troops; and in those coun- 
tries where their timely organization and instruction 
have been neglected, the consequent losses, embarrass- 
ments, and sufferings, in actual service, have been 
loudly proclaimed. 


But in our service, peculiar in many respects, it is 
probable the advantages derived from these soldiers, 
would be quite as great in peace as in war. In every 
fortification under construction, a small detachment 
to act as overseers, and master workmen, would be of 
the highest advantage; and in the finished works, a 
detachment of from one to six trusty men according to 
the size and importance of the work, would keep every 
thing in order, preventing dilapidation and supplying 
repairs, in both cases producing an economy, exceed- 
ing, beyond question, the expense incurred by the or- 
ganization. 

With a few engineer soldiers to take care of the 
fortifications and buildings, and one or two ordnance 
soldiers to watch over the armament, many forts may 
dispense, in time of peace, with other garrisons. This 
arrangement will enable the troops of the regiments | 
to assemble in masses at suitable points, and will keep 
the works in condition to be fully occupied at any 
moment, and in a state of perfect efficiency. 


The idea, above explained, is therefore, Ist, to im- 
part to the students at the military academy such prac- 
tical knowledge of all the military constructions re- 
sorted to in actual warfare, that they shall severally 
be competent, when occasion presents, to give effi- 
cient aid in the erection of them, of which instruction 
a'l graduates are now necessarily deprived. 2d. To 
organize and instruct a body of engineer soldiers, that 
in time of war shall conduct, in the most perfect man- 
ner, all the difficult and perilous labors pertaining to 
their branch of service, and in time of peace will af- 
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The services of our Revolutionary sires, as display- 

ed by the result of the struggle for Independence, are 

the rich inheritance of the present generation—their 

characters are the common property of the country, 

and should be cherished with exalted pride. Nearly 

all the prominent actors in that memorable era have 

passed from the stage of life, and the virtues of many 

of them have been commemorated in biographies, or 
in lectures, as well as in history. Such another race 

of men does not often appear to adorn the world— 

men endowed with firm hearts to resolve, and cool 

heads to plan, and determined hands to achieve, their 
freedom froin foreign yoke. In a few years more, the 

last survivor will have paid the debt of nature; every 
mail brings us intelligence that some one has been 

called to his final account, and the aspiration of every 
citizen should be that they may find acceptance at the 
throne of grace. 

Few names occupy a higher position on the page 
of our history than does that of Ctinron, the mem- 
bers of which family have for several generations filled 
the highest places in the popular or Executive gift. 
One was a General in our Revolutionary army ; one a 
Vice President of the United States; and another Go- 
vernor of the largest State in our Union. 

In a “lecture on the life and military services of 
Gen. JAmEs CLIiInToN, read before the New York 
Historical Society, February, 1839, by William W. 
Campbell,” we have some particulars of the life and 
acts of this patriot soldier. A Biography of the sign- 
ers of the Declaration of Independence has been pub- 
lished, but no connected account of the lives of those 





ford the means whereby the instruction above men- 
tioned may be given to the cadets; constituting, at 
the same time, a body of auxiliaries that, in the erec- 
tion, preservation, and repair of public works, shall 
afford improved results at diminished cost. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Colonel and Chief Engineer. 





NEW MODE OF DETERMINING DIFFERENCES CF 
Loneirupr.—It has long since been proposed by 
scientific men that observations of shooting stars 
would aiford a good method of determining diiferences 
of longitude. And we learn from the London Athe- 
num that Professor Schumacher, witha view to ascer- 
tain the degree of exactness with which such observa- 
tions can be mad-, resolved to make some trials on 
the night of the 12th of last August. He preferred to 
observe the extinction of the meteor, because its appa- 
rition gives warni.g, and in some measure prepares 
the observer for the phenomenon. Having given no 
notice of his intention to other astronomers, he had 
no expectation of obtaining corresponding observa- 
tions; but was agreeably surprised when he subse- 
quently obtained them from Bremen, Breslau, and 
even Konigsberg. beg did not give very accurate 
differences of longitude, because the observers at those 
places had observed the apparition and not the extinc- 
tion, and because, not having the same object in view, 
they did not ascertain the equation of the clock with 

recision. Nevertheless the observations gave approx- 


imate differences, and showed that the method is 


who labored in the tented field has been given to the 
public. It would seem to be as much due to their 
memories and services in the one case as in the other. 
The historian has but little space to devote to the 
affairs of individuals; his business is with whole na- 
tions and governments. The partiality of friends has 
in several instances supplied this deficieney, but the 
histories of the individuals, as a body, is yet to be 
written. A more attractive work for schools and 
youth could not be offered. 

We have selected from the lecture before us some 
few of the leading events in the life of Gen. CLinron. 
The incidents are few, whether from the paucity of 
material from-which to gather them, or want of time 
to prepare and connect them, we know not; it could 
hardly have been from the absence of such incidents 
in the General’s life ; for in those stirring times, every 
actor must have encountered much to interest or in- 
struct. 


James Clinton, the third son [of Col. Charles Clin- 
ton,] and the father of De Witt Clinton, was born on 
the 9th of August, 1736, at the family residence in 
Little Britain. It has truly been said of him, that he 
was a warrior from his youth upward. Born upon the 
frontiers, with a hardy and vigorous constitution; ac- 
customed to alarms and Indian incursions, he became 
in early life attached to the profession of arms. As 














practicable.—Boston Mercantile Journal. 


early as 1757, he was commissioned an ensign, and 
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in the following year he was commissioned first lieu- 
tenant by James Delancey, lieutenant governor of this 
then province, and empowered to enlist troops; and 
in 1759, being then twenty-three years of age, he at- 
tained the rank of captain in the provincial army. In 
1758, a considerable army, under General Bradstreet, 
passéd up the Mohawk valley, and thence to Lake 
Ontario, and by a well-directed attack, captured Fort 
Frontenac from the French. Colonel Charles Clin- 
ton was at this time in command of Fort Herkimer, 
near the German Flats, in the Mohawk valley, and as 
I have heretofore mentioned, joined Gen. Bradstreet 
with his regiment. James Clinton was also in this | 
expedition, and commanded a company, his brother | 
George being lieutenant. At the attack upon Fort 
Frontenac, he exhibited an intrepidity of character 
which gained him great credit. He and his brother | 
were instrumental in capturing one of the French ves- | 
sels. The capture of this fort was one of the brilliant 
exploits of the French war. - . . 
rom 1758 to 1763, James Clinton continued in the 
provincial army, now stationed upon the frontier posts, 
engaged in the border skirmishes, and now enlisting 
new recruits under orders from the colonial governors, 
Sir Charles Handy, James Delancey and Cadwalader | 
Colden. In the latter year, 1763, he raised and com- | 
manded a corps of two sare ee men, who were desig- 
nated as guards of the frontier. He continued in the 
army until the close of the French war, and seems to 
have enjoyed, in a large degree, the confidence of the 
government and of his fellow soldiers. 
After the close of the war he retired to his farm at. 
Little Britain, and married Mary De Witt, a daughter | 
of Egbert De Witt, a young lady of great respectabi- | 
lity, whose ancestors were from Holland. He had 
four sons by this marriage, Alexander, who was pri- | 
vate secretary to his uncle George ; Charles, who was | 
a lawyer in Orange county; De Witt, the third son, | 
born in March, 1769; and George, who was also a’ 
lawyer and a member of Congress; all of whom are 
now deceased. 
James Clinton, however, in time of peace, could not | 
entirely forsake the tented field. He entered with | 
zeal into the militia organization, and was a lieutenant 
colonel of a regiment in Orange county. Atthe com-| 
mencement of the revolutionary war he entered warm- 
ly into the continental service. His brother George, 
as has been related, had been for many years a repre-_ 
sentetive in the colonial assembly from his native 
county, and had from the first advocated his country’s | 
cause with that fearlessness and energy of character | 


for which he was distinguished. 
* * * * * * 








In 1775, James Clinton was appointed colonel of 
the third regiment of New York troops, raised by the 
order of the Continental Congress; and in 1776, he 
was promoted to the rank of brigadier general. In 
the summer of this year he was employed in the ex- 
pedition against Canada, under General Montgomery, 
and was before the walls of Quebec at the time of the 
fall of that brave and gallant general. In the summer 
of 1777, that gloomy period when almost the whole 
force of the British armies in America was concentra- 
ted upon the State of New York, General Clinton was 
stationed at Fort Montgomery, upon the Hudson 
river, and together with his brother the governor, 
made a firm though unsuccessful resistance to the ad- 
vance of the enemy, under Sir Henry Clinton. 

* * * * * * 


During the greater part of 1778, General Clinton 
was stationed at West Point, and for a portion of that 
year was engaged in throwing a chain across the Hud- 
son to prevent the ascent of the river by the enemy’s 
ships. The summer of that year has been rendered 
memorable — the then frontiers, by reason of the 
massacres of Wyoming and Cherry Valley, under 


armies of Indians and tories, led on by the Butlers 
and Brant. ” ° 7 ’ . 
General Clinton continued in command at Albany 





until August, 1781, when he embarked the troops im- 
mediately under his command, for the purpose of join- 
ing the commander-in-chief, and was succeeded in the 
command of the northern army by General Stark. 

In the winter or spring of 1782, some promotions 
were made by the Continental Congress, by which a 
junior officer took precedence over General Clinton. 
The veteran soldier could not brook what he deemed 
a great injury. He solicited and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the active duties of the camp. Ina 
letter dated April 10th, 1782, General Clinton says: 

** At an early period of the war I entered into the 
service of my country, and I have continued in it dur- 
ing all the vicissitudes of fortune, and am conscious 
that I have exerted my best endeavors to serve it with 
fidelity. I have never sought emolument or promo, 
tion, and as the different commands I have held were 
unsolicited, I —. have reasonably expected, if my 
services were no longer wanted, to have been indulged 
at least with a decent dismission.” 

He did not retire from the army entirely, but joined 
again the commander-in-chief, and was present at the 
evacuation of New York, where he took leave of Gen- 
eral Washington, and retired to his farm at Little Bri- 
tain. The war was happily terminated, and peace 
again reigned along the iders.* 

* * * * * ca 

General James Clinton was afterwards called to fill 
several important stations. He was elected amember 
of the state senate, a member of the convention to re- 
vise the constitution, and was appointed a commis- 
sioner to run the boundary line between New York 
and Pennsylvania. While engaged in this latter ser- 
vice he was treated with marked attention by the In- 
dians in the western part of New York, in consequence 
of his having been, as they considered, a brave soldier. 
They recollected him as having been engaged in Sul- 
livan’s expedition, and described his dress and the 
horse which he rode in the battle of Newtown; and 
they offered to bestow upon him a tract of land, and 
desired his permission to apply to the legislature for 
liberty to make a conveyance to him. Their offer was 


declined, but it was a flattering compliment, coming 


as it did from those who had been enemies, and whose 
rae oad had been laid waste partly by his instrumen- 
tality. 

With the exceptions above mentioned, the residue 
of General Clinton’s life, after the war, was spent in 
peaceful retirement upon his estate at Little Britain. 


He died at his residence in 1812, just at the com- 
mencement of another war. He had seen his country 
under all the vicissitudes of good and evil fortune. 


The pen of his illustrious son has recorded his epi- 
taph, and thus beautifully sums up his character: 


“His life was principally devoted to the military 
service of his country, and he had filled, 
with fidelity and honor, several 
distinguished civil offices. 

“He was an officer in the revolutionary war, and the 
war preceding, and at the close of the former was 
a major general in the army of the U. States. 
He was a good man and a sincere patriot, 
performing, in the most exemplary 
manner, all the duties of life, and 
he died as he had lived, with- 
out fear and without 
reproach.” 





*A note at the close of the lecture, informs us that 
Major General James Clinton was with Washington at 
the surrender of Cornwallis—a circumstance which the 
lecturer omitted to mention. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 

Jan. 31—Lieut. E. P. Scammon, Top. Engrs., Fuller’s 
Capt. J. Symington, Ordnance, do. 
Lieut. W. H. Wright, Corps Engrs., Gadsby’s 
Paymaster B. F’. Larned, army, Fuller’s 
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LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
WASHINGTON, Fes. 1, 1840. 


Army—Lt. [Capt.] N. C. Macrae, Major D. Randall, 
Capt. A. J. Swift, 3. 

Navyv—Mid. W. M. Caldwell, Dr. J. M. Foltz 2, 
Levin Handy, Lt. Thornton [A ] Jenkins, Lt. W. F. 
Lynch 3, Capt. U. P. Levy, Lieut. S. E. Munn, P. Mid. 
W. A. Wayne. 

Marine Corrs—Capt. G. F. Lindsay. 

Norro.k, Feb. 1, 1840. 

Navy— Captain, J. D. Sloat. 

Commanders, A. Fitzhugh, W. Ramsay. 

Lieutenants, H. H. Bell 2, A. B. Fairfax, Percy 
Drayton, John DeCamp, Wm. Green, John Marston, 
H. W. Morris, C. H. Kennedy, E. G. Tilton. 

Doctors, A. A. Adee, C. Chase 2, W. J. Powell. 

Passed Midshipmen—SJ. F. Borden, H. N. Harrison, 
H. J. Hartstene, H. T. Wingate. 

Midshipmen—J. J. Barry, W. H. Macomb, C. Wes- 
ton, A. I). Harrell. 

Professor, B. McGowan. 

Revenve Correr Service—Lt. J. B. Fulton 2. 





———____ | 
Proceedings of Congress, 


IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 








IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, JAN. 31, 1840. 


The Vice Presipenr communicated to the Senate a 
report from the Secretary of War, in compliance with 
a resolution, containing certain surveys of harbors, &e. 

Mr Cray presented two memorials, one from citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, and another from citizens of 
Massachusetts, asking the influence of Government in | 
the creation of a Congress to put an end to war, which 
they regard as unchristian and disastrous 

Mr. Cuay said that one of the memorialists had re- 
quested him. to move to refer it to a select committee, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, FEB. 4, 1840. 
Mr. Tuomrson, of South Carolina, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported the following bill. 

To authorise the President of the United States to 
raise a force of sixteen hundred men to serve against the 
Florida Indians. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to raise by enlistment sixteen 
hundred men, for five years or during the war, unless 
sooner discharged, to serve against the Florida Indians; 
to be armed and equipped in such manner, and to be 
subject to such regulations and restrictions, as the na- 
ture of the service may in his opinion make necessary. 

Src. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the force 
when thus raised, shall be divided into four battalions, 
each battalion tv consist of one major, one adjutant, 
having the rank of first lieutenant, one sergeant-major, 
one quartermaster-sergeant, and four companies. Each 
company shall be composed of one captain, two first 
lieutenants, one second lieutenant, and 100 privates. 

Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the officers, 
non-commissioned officers musicians and privates, thus 
enrolled into the service of the United States, shall re- 
ceive the same pay and emoluments, including forage 
for each adjutant for two horses, and for every other of- 
ficer according to his grade above the grade of captain, 
as are now allowed to officers and non-commissioned of- 
ficers of corresponding grades, and to musicians and 
privates, of dragoons. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That each non- 
commissioned officer, musician and private aforesaid, 
shall be allowed, in addition to the pay and emoluments 
provided in the preceding section, three hundred and 
twenty acres of land, to be selected out of any lands in 
the Territory of Florida not otherwise appropriated 
belonging to the United States, or to one hundred and 
sixty dollars, at the option of such non-commissioned 
officer, musician or private, at the termination of his 





but he would not do it ; if, however, any other gentle- 
man would do so, he would acquiesce in it. He very | 
much doubted, however, in the present state of human 
society, whether these memorialists could attain their | 
humane wishes. He thought associations of this kind, | 
temperance societies, and others, very good when they | 
confined their influence to the judgments, the interests, | 


or even religion of individuals if they pleased; but when | wounds or otherwise, 
they came to Legislatures to say what should go into ficers, non-c 


the mouth, and what come out of it, they bounded out of 
their proper sphere, and produced resistance rather than 
good. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 4, 1840. 

Mr. Benton presented several petitions from officers 
of the line of the army, asking an equalization of their 
pay with the staff. 

Mr. Cray, of Ala., presented a petition from a batta- 
lion of troop$, in relation to property destroyed in the 
Florida war, horses, &c., whose claims were rejected 
by the 3d Auditor as not coming within the laws. 

“Mr. Horrann, from the Committee of Claims, report- 
eda bill for the relief of Duncan L. Clinch, accompa- 
nied by a special report. 

On motion of Mr Pierce, the “ bill to continue the 
office of Commissioner of Pensions, and to transfer the 
pension business heretofore transacted in the Navy De- 
partment to that office,” was considered in Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A resolution was submitted by Mr. Syntn, of Conn., 
calling on the Secretary of War to state the difference 
of cost between cast iron cannon, and wrought and brass 
cannon, and the comparative value of each kind. 


Mr. Preston, agreeably to notice, introduced a bill | 


for the relief of Col. Robert D. Wainwright. 

The Vice Presivent communicated from the War 
Department an abstract report of the returns of the mi- 
litia. 

Mr. Benron, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Michigan militia. 


service. Provided, That the heirs or legal representa- 


| tives of any of the said persons shall be entitled to the 


said land or money, should the person thus represented 
die or be killed while in the service of the United States. 

Sec. 5, And be it further enacted, That the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, raised 
in pursuance of this act, shall be entitled to the same com- 
pensation in case of disability incurred in the service by 
as is now allowed by law to of- 
ommissioned officers, musicians and privates, 
\of the army of the United States; and the said officers, 
| non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, shall 

be subject to the rules and articles of war that are or 
that may hereafter be established. 

Sec. é ind be it further enacted, That the President 
|of the United States is hereby empowered to appoint, 
|from the officers of the line of the army, and without 
| prejudice to their promotion in the several regiments or 
corps to which they may belong, the number necessa 

to complete the organization provided for by the scoenl 
section of thisact: Provided, nevertheless, That no 
| promotion attained by any of the said officers in the corps 
|to which they may be thus transferred, shall inure to 
them after the disbandment of the said corps; but that 
-each shall return to the regiment or corps to which he 
| belongs, with such rank only as he would be entitled to, 
/had he never been transferred: Provided also, That 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to 
deprive the President of the United States of the power 
| granted by the fourth section of an act entitled “ An act 
_making further provision for the army of the United 
States, and for other purposes,” approved July six, 
eighteen hundred and twelve, to confer brevet rank on 
such officers of the army as shall distinguish themselves 
by gallant actions or meritorious conduct. 

Sec. 7. 4nd be it furtier enacted, That the President 
|is hereby authorized to appoint one additional second 
lieutenant to each company of infantry and artillery 
now in service, if in his opinion it be rendered necessary, 
by the transfer of officers to the additional corps hereby 
j authorized to be raised. 
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Communications. 
THE FLORIDA WAR AND THE ARMY. 

In alate number of the Tallahassee Floridian is a 
publication, under the signature of‘ a planter,” 
which abuses in intemperate terms the army and the 
General commanding in Florida. 

I do not advert to this article for the purpose of at- 
tempting to controvert it; the thing is not worthy of so 
much attention. The statements are grossly incorrect, 
inferences unsound, and the whole production indica- 
tive of impotent malignity. I shall therefore refer 
very briefly to this most admirable essay. 

What does the writer mean by saying that General 
Taylor “has risen to his present rank by the slow 
process of seniority ?”” Suppose this to be so, (which 
every tolerably intelligent individual knows is 





not the case,) if by this assertion it is meant to be | 
insinuated that Gen. ‘Taylor has not shown himself on | 


more than one occasion a most gallant officer, the 
writer is ignorant of the history of his country. If 
he knew not better, he should not have made the as- 
sertion ; if he knew better, he is guilty of wilful and 
malicious falsehood. 

The statements made with the view of throwing 
discredit on the officer commanding west of Suwannee 
are again manifestly at variance with facts. 

The attempt to underrate the services of the troops 
in Middle Florida can proceed only from utter ignor- 
ance of every thing relating to them, or from a desire 
to be as malicious as it is always in the power of an 
un rincipled man to be, when he knows himself secure 
ender his mask. An appeal to facts is all that the 
course requires, and on these it is presumed the army 
is always ready, nay anxious, to rest its reputation. 

I have only further to say, that such a production, 
so gross in its misstatements, betraying such pitiable 
ignorance of facts, and so perfectly nonsensical 
rcnineel, would scarcely elicit a casual remark, 
were it not that it in some measure expresses a too 
general disposition among a certain class, to decry 
public men and public institutions without cause, 
and to ascribe fault without knowledge or consider- 
ation. To those who have passed years in exertions 
for the defence of the people of Florida, who have 
persevered under every disadvantage and discourage- 
ment inthe discharge of their duty, it is somewhat 
ungrateful to receive such recompense for well meant 
oak freely rendered if unsuccessful services. 

ONE WHO HAS SEEN SOME SERVICE. 


OUR NAVAL ARCHITECTURE. 

The first act of Congress in relation to the Navy, 
passed in 1794, and authorized the President to build 
six frigates, viz: four to rate 44 guns and two to rate 
36 guns. Much discussion arose as to the dimensions 
and armament of the ships; but it was determined to 
build the 44’s of the following dimensions: 175 feet 
between the perpendiculars, 43 feet 6 inches beam. 
The 36’s to have 164 feet between the perpendiculars, 
40 feet beam. Three ships, viz: the United States, 
Constitution, and President, carrying thirty 24-poun- 
ders on the gun deck, were built of the largest dimen- 
sions; the Constellation and Congress, carrying twen- 





ty-eight 18-pounders on the gun deck, were built of 
t 


e smaller dimensions. The Chesapeake, although 


intended for a 44 gun ship, was not, it is believed, of 


greater dimensions than the Constellation and Con- 

ss, and carried only twenty-eight 18-pounders on 
the gun deck. The largest frigates at this time in the 
British navy, rating 38 guns but mounting 46, were 
about 154 feet between the perpendiculars, 39 feet 
beam, carrying twenty-eight 18-pounders on the gun 
deck. The quasi war with France in 1798, produced 


an increase of frigates inthe American navy ; but they 
were of small size. The largest ship “ Philadelphia” 
was 157 feet between the perpendiculars, 39 feet beam, 
and carried twenty-eight 18-pounders on the gun 
deck. The war of 1812 added two frigates of the 








largest class, viz: the Guerriere and Java, whose 
length was the same as the 44’s of 1794, but with an 
increased beam of one foot. During this war, three 
ships of the line, viz: the Independence, Washington, 
and Franklin were built ; they are of equal dimensions, 
being 188 feet between the perpendiculars, and 50 feet 
beam. 

The act of Congress for the gradual increase of the 
navy, passed in 1816, directed nine ships of the line 
and twelve frigates to be built. The ships of the line, 
excepting the Columbus, built and building under this 
act, show an increase of dimensions over the ships. of 
the same rate built during the war, of 8 feet in length, 
3 feet in breadth, and 2 feet 6 inches in depth. The 
length of the frigates built and building under this act, 
was not varied from the first ships of this class, but 
the beam was increased to 45 feet, being an increase 





of 18 inches over the 44 gun frigates of 1794. These 
/are the dimensions of the largest classes of ships com- 
posing the American navy, excepting the Pennsylva- 
/nia, and the frigate Congress rebuilding at Portsmouth, 
N. H. 
After the peace of 1815, the attention of the British 
government was drawn to the American navy, and 
ships of similar dimensions to our frigates were built 
by that government. The French, whose ships of the 
|same rate were larger than those of the English, en- 
_larged the dimensions of their ships, and we now find 
.that our frigates, although once large, have become 
‘small on comparison with many ships of the same 
class in the British and French navies. 
| The Turkish government has increased their navy 
by the addition of ships of the line and frigates, larger 
for their rate than those of any other power. I name 
| this fact, not with any expectation of collision with 
that government, but merely from a belief that their 
example may be followed by other powers in Europe 
with whom we may come in conflict. Some of the 
ships of the line now building in England, have near 
60 feet beam, and one frigate (the Vernon) now afloat, 
has a beam of 52 feet, a breadth equal to our ship of 
,the line Columbus; of the armament of these ships I 
-am not able to speak with certainty, but it is fair to 
infer that it is in proportion both in calibre and num- 
ber to the size of the ships. 

From the account which I have seen of the increas- 
ed size of many of the ships of war belonging to Eng- 
land and France, I believe that it is essential to our 
| safety to make a change, not only in the dimensions 
but in the armament of our ships, and render them 
competent to cope with ships of the same class in the 
French and English navies. 

With a knowledge of the improvements that have 
‘been made in Europe, it is respectfully proposed to 
the proper authority, that all frigates hereafter to be 
built shall carry two complete tiers of guns, viz: 30 
long 32-pounders on the gun deck, and 30 medium 
32-pounders on tae spar deck. A portion of the gun 
look battery might be the Paixhan gun. To be able 
to carry this armament, the dimensions of the frigates 
must be increased to the length and breadth of the 
razee Indepeneence. The present cruise of that ship 
will afford valuable information on this subject, first, 
as to the capacity of the ship to carry the armament 
and accommodate the crew, and the height of her 
lower guns from the water when stowed for six 
months. 

I am a native ‘American, proud of my country, and 
jealous of its honor, and in making this communica- 
tion I am actuated only by a desire to put into the 
hands of the officers of the American navy, full and 
ample means to vindicate the honor of their country, 
and guard the fair fame which they have already 
earned. C.N. 


We learn from the Wilmington, N. C. Advertiser, 
that Capt. A. J. Swirrt, of the U. S. Engineer Corps, 
has been appointed by the National Executive to visit 
France, for the purpose of examining the fortifications 
of that country. 
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Domestic Intelligence. 


From the New York Evening Post. 

CapTin Scuuttz, of the Independence, whose in- 
defatigable diligence and exemplary urbanity have 
given him a favorable character with our citizens and 
the travelling public, has lately received a flattering 
testimonial of the estimation in which he is held by 
the citizens of Perth Amboy, in the shape of a hand- 
some silver snuff-box, with this inscription upon its 
lid: ‘The citizens of Perth Amboy to a A. H. 
Schultz, 1840." The following correspondence has 
taken place on the occasion, the organ of the donors 
being Captain Lawrence Kearny, of the U.S. Navy, 
a judge without appeal in nautical affairs, and one 
of es practises as well as preaches firmness in com- 
mand and urbanity in social condition. 

Pertu Amsoy, N. J. Jan. 27, 1840. 
Capt. A. H. ScHvuttz: 


Dear Sir: The undersigned, in behalf of the ci- 
tizens of Perth Amboy, would respectfully request 
your acceptance of the accompanying trifle, as a 
token of their esteem and respect, and as acknowl- 
edging with grateful pleasure the numerous obliga- 
tions which they have received from the uniform kind- 
ness and attention manifested by you on different 
occasions. While thus expressing their deep sense 
of the many marks of friendship and good feeling 
with which you have so obligingly favored the inhab- 
itants of this city, in your daily intercourse with them, 
they with pride take this opportunity of bearing a 
cheerful and united testimony to the mild, dignified, 
and gentlemanly deportment that has so highly dis- 
tinguished you as a commander, and to the politeness 
and civility that have, as a fellow citizen, character- 
ized your conduct in all your relations. 

Accept, sir, our best wishes for your future health 


and happiness. Very respectfully, 
LAWRENCE KEARNY. 
STEAMBOAT INDEPENDENCE, 
January 28, 1840. 





Capt. L. Kearny, 
U. S. ship United States: 


Dear Sir: In acknowledging the receipt of your, 
flattering letter, and the elegant Snuff Box accompay- | 
ing it, allow me to return my sincere and heartfelt | 
thanks to yourself and the citizens of Perth Amboy 
for this manifestation of their esteem and regard. 

Although you consider ita “trifle,” I shall ever | 
preserve it as a gem of inestimable value ; and endea- | 
vor to merit the continued good will of the donors, and | 
the gentleman who has so delicately expressed their | 
sentiments. 

With the highest respect, I am your obedient ser- 
vant, 








We have been favored with the following extract 
of a letter received by a gentleman of this city, dated 
18th January, 1840 : 

“Gen. Taylor is proceeding, with his army, in two 
columns, down the country, between the Gulf and 
Suwannee, scouring the whole of it in diverging lines 
as he advances, and will probably be through it ina 
few days, when he will establish the posts, intended 
to secure the population in his rear from the further 
depredations of these marauders, when he will cross 
to East Florida, and turn his attention to that section. 
* * * Capt. Hutter, of Davenport’s command, 
surprised a camp of Indians near Deadman’s Bay, a 
few days since, and killed two or three of them, cap- 
turing every article they had with them.”—Savannah 
Georgian, Feb. 1. 





A melancholy accident occurred at the Navy Yard 
on Friday afternoon. Some laborers employed on the 
steam frigate were carrying a piece of timber on the 
staging, when it gave way and they were precipitated 
to the ground. Four were injured by the fall one 
named John Cope fatally ; he received a contusion on 
the head, and died in the course of the night.—Penn- 
sylvantan. 





Mr. Taylor, the well known sub-marine explorer, 
was at Lowell last week, and descended into the Con- 
cord river, under the ice, opposite Mr. Whipple’s 
Powder Mills, and placed a charge of about twelve 
pounds of powder, throwing a body of ice of a surface 
of three or four rods, and two feet in thickness, from 
300 to 500 feet into the air! The surface of ice broken 
or cracked, was three time greater than that thrown up 
from the river. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE GOVERNOR AND SENATE. 
—Robert Green, to be Brigade Inspector of the 14th 
brigade of Infantry, in the place of Aaron Freeman, 
removed beyond the bounds of his command. 

Cyrenus Gibbs, Jr., to the Brigade Inspector of the 
3d brigade of Cavalry, in the place of Adam H. Ha- 
ger, resigned. 

Thomas Clark, to be Brigade Inspector of the 3d 
brigade of Horse Artillery, in the place of John B. 
La Forge, removed beyond the bounds of his com- 
mand. 

Henry Miner, to be Brigade Inspector of the 26th 
brigade of Infantry, in the place of George D. Rug- 

les, promoted. 

William Blake, to be Major General of the 29th 
division of Infantry, in the place of John Crawford, 
removed beyond the bounds of his command.—Albany 
Daily Advertiser, Jan. 31. 








DeaTH oF Commopore CHAUNcEY.— Another 


ALEX’R H. SCHULTZ. heer heart beats no more. Commodore Isaac Chaun- 


cey, one of the senior officers of the navy, and Presi- 


We learn from a gentleman who left Canada five! dent of the Board of Navy Commissioners, died at 


days since, that Col. Golddier, of the 11th regiment 
of infantry, had then been appointed commander of 
the British forces in the contested territory, and that 
a reinforcement had been ordered to the territory of 
two companies of regular troops, and a detachment 
of miners—in all about 250 men.—Portland Argus, 
Feb. 1. 





The Florida papers announce the arrival of Col. 
Fitzpatrick, froin the Island of Cuba, with a pack of 
blood ho nds, imported, as we understand, by the au- 
thorities of the Territory. We have ascertained that 
the War Department is only acquainted with the cir- 
cumstance through public rumor, and knows nothing 
of the matter officially. It does not surprise us that 
the inhabitants of a country, which has been so cruel- 
ly desolated, and where every hearth-stone is sprinkled 
with blood, should resort to any imaginable means to 
protect their families from the prowling and murderous 
savages.— Globe. 





| Washington on Monday last. 

We have not the means directly at hand for sketch- 
ing the life of this brave, patriotic, and truly estima- 
ble man. He has passed his life in the service, 
having in his boyhood served with the old commo- 
dores in the navy. Our first personal acquaintance 
with him was formed during the winter of 1812-13, 
at Sacket’s harbor. 

When, during the war then waging between the 
United States and Great Britain, the British were 
increasing their navy upon Lake Ontario, under the 
command of Sir James Lucas Yeo, Captain Chauncey 
was detached to the command of the American navy 
upon that lake, and his winter's rendezvous was at 
Sacket’s Harbor. It was there that, under the direc- 
tion of Chauncey, the skilful and patriotic Eckford 
caused, as if by magic, the transformation of the 
adjacent trees of the forest into a gallant navy, em- 
bracing ships brave and large. 

The service of the lake was arduous, but happily 
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was almost bloodless, since it was a war of tactics 


between the two inland admirals. The opposing 
navies could never be brought into fair fight—the 

owth of the American navy having been too rapid 
and large to suit the British commodore. But there 
were several beautiful chases, and some elegant ma- 
neuvering. Both officers were exceedingly vigilant, 
but the American gained his purposes by victories of 
skill, gallant, though bloodless. 

After the war the Commodore served upon the 
the Mediterranean and other stations, and was sub- 
sequently for a long time in command of the New 
York station. His death will be mourned by all who 
knew him.—N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 


MW ESCELE RWW. 


From the Baltimore Pairvot. 
SURGEON GENERAL’S REPORT. . 
Amongst the documents accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s message, submitted to Congress at the com- 
mencement of the present session, there is one which 
we have not seen particularly noticed in the papers 
of the day, and yet it is a document, not only of the 
deepest interest to the community at large, but its 
subject comes home to the bosom of every individual, 
no matter what may be his rank or condition, his prin- 
ciples or his politics. We allude to the able Report 
of Dr. Lawson, the present distinguished Surgeon 
General of the army. This officer states the astound- 
ing fact that ‘of the thirty-six candidates for admis- 
sion into the army, who were invited to appear before 
the Board [of examination,] twelve declined the ex- 
amination, (two after having reported tu the board,) 
two were excluded on account of their age, and twenty- 
two were examined; and of these last, five only were 
found to possess all the qualifications essential to an 
appointment”!!! 
ow it will hardly be believed by those unacquaint- 
ed with the fact, that nearly all, (if not all,) of these 
thirty-six gentlemen, had graduated in some one or 
other of the medical schools of the country, and been 
ushered forth to the world, in the language of their 
Diploma, ‘‘amply skilled in the sciences, and the 
healing art,” scientiarum ac medendi artis abunde perili. 
That these gentlemen then should not have been 
deemed fit to practise their vocation in the army, upon 
soldiers, when every privilege had been granted them, 
upon the citizen, is certainly a curious subject for re- 
flection. The mind is led besides, to inquire, how it 
has come to pass that these gentlemen to whom had 
been granted “all the honors, rights and privileges 
which are conceded to the Doctor in Medicine, in any 
part of the world ”—‘‘ omnes simul honores et jura et 
privilegia concedimus que medicine Doctori usquam 
gentium conceduntur’—how, I say, it has occurred 
that they were not found to possess the qualifications 
essential to an appointment in the medical corps of 
the army? The question is easily answered. The 
Board, convened to examine into the actual acquire- 
ments possessed by the candidates, had but that sin- 
le object in view. No personal interesis involved 
fhe examiners. They looked solely to the good of 
the corps to which they were attached, and regardless 
of the interested opinions of others, they could only 
honestly decide upon the facts before them, notwith- 
standing the stigma thrown upon the schools by their 
decision. Finding then such deficiency, the Surgeon 
General has very naturally inquired, whether the 
standard of merit or qualification which he has created, 
be too high? We think that it is not, or at least, with- 
out a positive knowledge of what is required, we can- 
not think that the rejection of so many is any proof 
whatever of it. On the contrary, we are firmly per- 
suaded of the truth of the opinion entertained by the 
Surgeon General, that the causes of this humiliating 
result are referable solely to “‘the system of medica 
education, which now obtains in the country.” 
With a zeal for the improvement of his profession, 




















in the highest degree commendable, and with a bold- 
ness, the result only of a conviction of the truth of his 
position, the Surgeon General has not hesitated to ex- 
pose this system, and to give an unqualified expres- 
sion of his reprobation of the evils attending it. 

It is high time, we think, that the community should 
awaken to the importance of this subject. The fa- 
cilities for obtaining a “degree ” in medicine are so 
great, that the people should be wary of employing 
those whose sole claim is founded upon the exhibi- 
tion ofa diploma. The fact stated at the commence- 
ment of this article, that rive only out of thirty-six 
were found qualified to exercise their profession in 
the army, will surely, if any thing will, awaken pub- 
lic attention. 

* The great multiplication of medical schools,’’ says 
the report, “in every section of the country, together 
with the proverbial facilities of becoming licensed 
practitioners, has so lowered the standard of profes- 
sional excellence, and so manifestly degraded the 
medical character of the United States, that the pres- 
ent system will be, itis to be hoped, by a more en- 
lightened public opinion, ere long, put down, The 
interest of the country is so much divided by these 
various institutions, and the patronage to each, is con- 
sequently so smail, that many of our ablest medical 
men will not accept places in them. Were it practi- 
cable, however, for the professors to obtain adequate 
compensation for their services, it would be impossi- 
ble to find professional men enough of talents and at- 
tainments to occupy the several chairs in the innu- 
merable medical schools in every town, village and 
cross-road place, throughout our States and Territo- 
ries.”” 

In this quotation we have a complete and a well 
expressed summary of the causes which have opera- 
ted to degrade the medical profession in our country, 
and to such an extent is the evil increasing, that did 
we not see, since reading this document, a means of 
escaping from it, we should despair of seeing the pro- 
fession restored to the position it once held in our 
country. ‘These means are in a great degree placed 
in the hands of the Surgeon General, and should be 
bring to his aid the co-ordinate department of the navy, 
a board would be created, or rather two distinct insti- 
tutions might be erected, the influence of which could 
not fail to be reflected beneficially upon the medical 
schools throughout the country. 


If we might be permitted to offer a suggestion in 
the matter, it would be that greater publicity should 
be given to the results of these examinations, and it 
should be publicly announced that the gentlemen who 
had successfully passed their examination, were froin 
such and such schools; the same should be stated in 
regard to the unsuccessful candidates, without, of 
course, the mention of names. Such a proceeding 
would be attended with the best results. The ambi- 
tion of the schools would then be, not as it now ex- 
ists, which should send out upon the world the greatest 
number of graduates, but whtel could send up to the 
Army and Navy Board the best qualified in their pre- 
fession. 

The reflected influence of such a board, standing 
unconnected with any of the schools, cannot be mea- 
sured. It would soon become known in which school 
the student could obtain the desired information in 
his profession, and when he went forth then, upon the 
world, flattering himself with the prospect opening 
before him, he would not have the mortification of 
finding, as now, that these Who had held themselves 
up as his friends and advisers, had deceived him, for 
the basest of purposes, and thrown him upon the world, 
to meet a rebutt at every onset of his career. 


Formerly it was the case that a diploima from a cor- 
poration entitled to confer the distinction, was a sure 
guarantee that the individual to whom it had been 
granted preecere those attainments and qualifications 
for which it was given. Now, however, it is not look- 


ed upon even as prima facie evidence, to the utter dis- 
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grace of those institutions whe have thus prostituted 
their chartered privileges. 

Our trust then is, that the Surgeon General will 
‘carry out his plans, and there is no doubt that the 
country at large will be benefitted. The army is, 
however, not likely to suffer, for Dr. Lawson has 
already, and very wisely too, determined that while 
as many “choice spirits” can be secured as will fill 
the ranks, he does not mean to relax in his require- 
ments of those whe claim to be admitted into the 
medical staff of the army. We shall have occasion to 
recur to this subject. RUSH. 


MILITIA AFFAIRS. 
Extract from the Message of Gov. Morton, of Massa- 
chusetts, Jan. 1849. 





The power “ to raise and support armies,” and “ to}, 


provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the 
militia,” is vested in Congress. But in relation to the 
militia, the several States, by the constitution and laws 
of the United States, possess a most important branch 
of the power. And if this armof our defence, which, 
on trying occasions has stood the country in so much 
stead, is to be preserved and improved, it must be by 
the action of the State legislatures. It is a source of 
deep regret and mortification, that the state and orga- 


Freedom’s triumphs echos ring: 
Spread, bold Eagle! spread thy wing 
To thy home of lakes and hills, 

To our valleys and our rills. 


Here thy sun-lit eye shall see, 
Stripes are waving full and free; 
In the fresh and healthy air, 
Bird of Freemen, Home repair. 


Now the light breaks o’er our skies, 
To our country lov’d he hies; 
Coursing on thro’ azure clear, 
To his Native dwelling here. 
Lofty tow’ring Bird of Light, 
Never from us take thy flight; 
Thy return is welcome heard, 
Lotty Eagle, Fearless Bird. 
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Vaval Intelligence. 








nization of our militia are so imperfect. For some 
time, its progress has been that of deterioration, in- 
stead of improvement. 
careful and thorough revision of the whole system. 


Something should be done toimprove the organization | Wm. H. Campbell, 
and discipline which it needs, and to equalize the | 


duties and burdens which it imposes. By enrolling, 
arming and equipping all within the prescribed ages, 
by requiring the 
discipline from select corps, and by granting them a 
moderate compensation, which, if it did not remu- 
nerate them for their services, would reimburse their 
expenses, itis believed the whole system might be 
improved, and something like justice done to that body 
of patriotic young men who form the bone and mus- 
‘cle of the physical power of the country. 

No government can maintain order, enforce its laws 
and punish crimes, without some physical force to 
which it may resort in case it becomes necessary. Its 
existence may be sufficient without its use. <A 
knowledge that such a force is ready to be called into 
action, when required by the civil authority, carries 
with ita moral power which gives potency to the 
wand of the civil officer, and, in almost all cases, super- 
cedes the necessity of a resort to physical coercion. 
This force must consist of a standing army, or of the 
militia. That citizen soldiers are to be preferred to 
professional mercenaries, and that effective measures 
to maintain the one so as to leave no occasion to re- 
sort to the other, should be adopted, no friend of our 
free institutions can doubt. 

















Original Poetry. 
TO THE AMERICAN EAGLE, 
BY ELIAS NEXSEN. 


* Ranger of the trackless air,” 
Homeward to our hills repair ; 
Emblem of Fair Liberty, ; 
Ne’er forsake its green leav’d tree. 

Stars are bright within the blue, 

Still our sons are firm and true ; 

Hither glance thy piercing eye, 

Airy Rover! homeward fly. 
‘Turn thee from the Ocean’s roar, 
Hasten to our happy shore 5 
Hasten Eagle and return, 

All our foes we proudly spurn. 

Let thy bright emblazon’d shield, 
Radiant shine o’er every field; 
With the Heaven reflected light, 
Shed its ray on mountain height. 





I therefore recommend a. ee P. Mix, 


rincipal duties, and the highest | 
| Thomas J. Boyd, 


List of deaths in the Navy, as ascertained by the de- 
partment, since the 1st of December, 1838. 
Names and rank. Date 


Captains. 
D. T. Patterson, 


Place. 


Aug. 25, 1839, N.yard, Wash- 
ington. 
Joseph J. Nicholson, Baltimore. 


Commanders. 


Dec. 12, 1838, 


Feb. 8, 1839, New York. 
McKenney, Aug. 24, 1839, New York. 


Lievtenants. 


Sept. 6, 1839. New York. 
Horatio M. Houston, July 2, 1839, Lancaster co’, 
Penn. 


Charles S. Ridgely, 
Surgeons. 


Oct. 14, 1839, Baltimore. 


March 26, 1839, New York. 
April 17, 1839, Naval Hospi- 
tal,Pensacola. 


Wm. Plumstead, 


4ss°t Surgeons. 

Philemon Baker, March 22, 1839, Island of St. 
Croix. 

Nov., Naval Hospi- 


tal,Pensacola. 


Wn. A. Green, 1839, 
Purser. 


Wm. A, Slacum, Nov. 1, 1839. St. Augustine, 
Florida. 
Passed Midshipmen. 

Henry J. Paul, March 10, 1839, Lost overboard 

from sl’p Van- 
dalia, W. Ll. 
Jan. 15, 1839. Philadelphia. 
Nov. 13, 1839, St. Augustine, 
Florida. 
Sept. 27, 1839, On board the 
steamer Poin- 
sett, Indian 
Key, Fla. 
Nov. 14, 1839, Pensacola,Fla. 


James L. Heap, 
Wm. S. Simith, 


Henry Waddell, 


S. W. Wilkinson, 
Midshipmen. 


Alex. H. Cass, Aug. 27, 1839, Dresden, Ohio. 


Wm. M. Wallace, Feb. 10, 1839, Baltimore 
Walter W. Hays, Nov. 9, 1839, Naval a 
Master. tal,Pensacola. 
James B Potts, May 8, 1839 Gosport, Va. 
Professor of Mathema- 
tics. 
Elisha Fitch, Oct. 15, 1839, Naval Hospi- 
tal,Pensacola. 
Boatswain. 
John McNelly, July 14, 1839, Drowned at 
Boston. 
Carpenter. 
Samuel Phillips, Oct. 9, 1839, Plainfield, 


New Jersey. 
Sailmaker. 
James Davis, Jan. 26, 1839, Navy yard, 
Bos ton. 
Marine officers. 
Capt. Jas. McCauley, Feb. 22, 1839, Philadelphia. 


2d Lt. Jno. F. Young, Feb. 9, 1839, Virginia. 
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List of dismissions from the navy since the 1st of De- 
cember, 1838. 





Namesand  Dateof Names and Date of 

rank. dismission. rank. dismission. 
Passed midship- 

man. Midshipmen. 
W. Crane May31 °39'C. O. Ritchie 19May °39 
Midshipmen. T. K. Perlee SJuly, 739 
C. W. Bennett July,6 °39)W.E. Newton 15June 739 
J L. Hannegan July,8 39 ; 


List of Resignations in the navy since the 1st of De- 
cember, 1838. 
When Names and 
accepted. rank. 
Lieutenants. Midshipmen. 
G. Skipwith Dec.19 738/C. J. Love Mar 11 739 
E. T. Doughty Feb.18 739|/B. P. McNiel Nov. 5 739 


When 
accepted. 


Names and 
rank. 


E. W.Moore July,16 °39)J.O’Shannessy Feb.27 739 
Passed midship- C.H.Piper Jan.8 739 

men. W.W. Polk July,1 739 
J. J. White Jan.18 °39)E.E. Rogers Sep.12 738 
M.S. Stokes Feb.6 °39/S. Smith Oct.21 739 


M.F. Pitcher Jan.24 °33/C. Saunders Feb.25 39 
W. Pope Junel9 °39)J.D. Usher Junel5 739 
G. W. RandolphJuly,22 39] W.V.Rensselaerl4Sep. 739 
W. R. Postell Junel4 °39\/J.H.R Taylor July,30 739 
G. Wickham July,26 739)C. Wager Nov. 6 39 


Midshipmen. W.S. Weed Dec.22 739 
N. Barnes Aug.28 °39)E. A, Weyman Sep.21 739 


T. O. Glascock Mayll 739} Boatswains. 





J. Gold Feb.27 °39)/T. M.Randlett Mar 29 °39 
H. Godman Mayl5 °39)J. Miller June21 739 
E. C. Kennedy Junel5 °39'W. Farrow July 16 739 
Gunner. 
S. Allen Mar. 1 °39 ’ 
Sailmakers. 


N.C. L’Hommedieu, Jan. 25 °39 
J. C. O. Connor, July 25 °39 
Carpenters. 
W.L. Shuttleworth, appointed 2d It. marines, Fel, 28°39 
J. O. Butler Feb. 16. S. Macomb, Jan. 18°39. 
Marine officers. 
1st lieut. G. W. McLean 7 Feb °39. 
2d lieut. W. H. Brewster 2 Feb. ’39 





U. 8. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 
Schr. Grampus, Lt. Comd’t J. S. Paine, arrived at 
New York, Jan. 28, from New London. Oijicers: Lt. 
Com’dt J. S. Paine. Lieuts. J. P. McKinstry, W. P. 





Griffin. Ass’t Surgeon E. J. Ruiter. Acting Master, 
W. Ross Gardner. P. Mid. A S. Whittier. Mid. E. | 
A. Burnet. Capt’s Clerk, T. Paine. Gunner, F. Rice. | 

Schr. Flirt, Lieut. Com’dt McLaughlin, arrived at 
St. Augustine, Jan. 18, from Charlesion; and sailed, 
Jan. 21, on a cruise south. 

Schr. Wave, Acting Lt. J. Rodgers, com’g, arrived 
at St. Augustine, Jan. 21, from Baltimore, and sailed 
same day on a cruise south. 





NOTICE. 
U.S. Navy Yarop, i 
Philadelphia, Jan. 31, 1340. 
NAVAL ORDER—AILI officers of the Navy, who are 
attached to this navy yard and station, will wear crape 
on the left arm for thirty days, as a mark of respect to 
the memory of Commodore ISAAC CHAUNCEY, who 
died at Washington, on the 27th instant. 
CHARLES STEWART. 


Pi ik ft vy. 


ORDERS. 
Jan. 29—Lt. G. J. Van Brunt’s order to Decatur re- 
voked. 
Feb. 1—Lt. F. A. Deas, transferred from schr. Enter- 
prise to ship Decatur. 
Boatswain Wm. Brady, receiving ship, New York, 
vice Samuel Drew, transierred to the Decatur. 














3—Acting Mid. B. L. S. Henderson, West India 
squadron. : 








5—Lieut. S. Barron, receiving ship, Norfolk. 
Lieuts. W. P. Piercy and A. S. Worth, detached 

from receiving ship at Norfolk, and leave one month to 
each. 

Lieut. J. A. Winslow, schr. Enterprise. 

MARINE CORPS. 

No changes have taken place in this corps, during the 

month of January. 








— 





Military Enteiiizgence. 


Ordnance Department—Lieut. F. D. Callender, 
relieved Jan. 31, at his own request, from duty at the 
Military Academy, and ordered to report to the chief of 
the Ordnance Department. 

Ist Artillery—First Lieut. W.W. Mackall, appoint- 
ed Adjutant, vice Winder, resigned. 

Ath rtillery—Secoud Lieut. T. Williams, assigned 
to duty at the Military Academy, Jan. 31. 

4th Infantry—The name of 2d Lieut. Brownell is 
T. S., and not William as borne on the Army Register. 

Sth Infantry—First Lieut. J. T. Sprague appointed 
Adjutant, vice Bomford, resigned. 


DEATHS. 


in New York, on the 2d instant, after a few days’ ill- 
ness, aged 24 years, SUSAN H., widow of Lieut. Kis- 
by, late of the U. S. army, and daughter of Gen. Henry 
Burseck, of New London, Connecticut. 

In New York, on the 2d instant, Mrs. MARIA T. 
McLEAN, wife of Lieut. Wa. B. McLeay, of the U. 
S. revenue service. 

In Richmond, Va., on the 27th Jan., of pulmonary 
consumption, Lieut. JAMES R. SULLY, of the U.S. 
navy. Mr. Sully, after having been for many years in 
the naval service of his country, had just received his 
commission as a lieutenant, and when about to enter 
upon the enlarged sphere of usefulness in the profession 
to which he had devoted himself, was cut off from his 
family and friends. ‘The writcr of this knew him well, 
and had learned to love him; for he was faithful, brave 
and generons.—Richmond Whig. 

In Philadelphia, on the 30th ult., Joana Reina, only 
daughter of Wm. Brown, Boatswain U. S. navy, aged 
20 months and 8 days. ; 


PERIODICALS. 

Tuomas R. Hamrron, of the 3d Auditor’s Office, is 
Agent for the Knickerbocker, Lady’s Book, Lady’s 
Companion, New World, Southern pane! Messen- 
ger, Democratic Review, Medico-Chirurgical Review, 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, besides nearly 
every other Medical, Literary, and Religious periodi- 
cal extant. Orders addressed to him, post paid, will 
meet prompt attention. Jan. 30.—tf 


MILITARY LAW OF THE UNITED STATES, 
SECOND EDITION. 

THE above work was compiled by Col. Tro—EMaN Cross, of 
the U. S. army, and contains all the laws in relation to the 

Army, Marine Corps, Militia, and Volunteers, from 1774 to 1838, 

Orders for the Pe oy addressed, post paid, to GEORGE TEM- 

PLEMAN, the publisher, Washington City, will be promptly 

attended to. Nov. 14—3m 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 

A complete file for the years 1835, 1837, 1838 and 1839, may be 
had at HALF PRICE, #10 for the four years, in current money, 
free of postage. The accumulation of extra numbers requiring 
more room than can be conveniently spared, induces us to offer 
them atthese low rates. Postage, under 100 miles, 52 cents per 
year—over 100 miles, 78 cents per year. Jan. 2—1f 


E. OWEN & Co., 
MILITARY AND NAVAL MERCHANT TAILORS, 
NEAR FULLER’S HOTEL, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 

BEG leave to inform their patrons of the Army and Nary, 

that they have made arrangements to receive, direct from 
London, goid and silver Epaulets, Embroidery, gold and sil 
ver Lace, and all the articies necessary for the equipment of ofti- 
cers fur either service, of a very superior quality. 

To the officers of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, they 
would respectfully state that they have at length succeeded in 
procuring complete sets of English embroidery for their Corps, 
the quality of which has been acknowledged by gentlemen of the 
Corps of unquestionable taste and judgment, to be the richest and 
arrest workmanship of the kind ever offered to the public. 

Sept. 26— 
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